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£5,000 a yvear instead of £4,000 in this
«clirection.

The TREASUHKER: It had always
been the arrangement that our Governors
-should be able to import goods for their
-own consumption iree of duty, but the
‘Commonwealth insisted on collecting
«ustoms duties on goods imported by
‘State Governors, just as they collected
-duties on goods imported by the States.

Mr. Scaddan : The Governor gets his
money here, and should get his goods
there.

The TREASURER : We must allow
His Excellency to import the goods if
he wished to do so. The agreement
heving been made with the Governor
that he should have his goods brought
in free of duty for his own consumption,
welhad no right to criticise his actions in
‘this respect.

Ttem, North-West
Disaster, £300 :

Mr. COLLIER : The sam of £198 was
:spent last year, and £300 was provided
«won these Estimates. To whom was the
'money to go ?

The TREASURER : The money was
‘to relieve the sufferers from the disaster.
‘The resident rmagistrate distributed it.
The sum provided this yvear included last
vear's expenditure,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Treasurer was absent ai a conference in
‘the East when the disaster oceurred, but
instructions were immediately telegraph-
ad to the'resident magistrate at Broome
to use his own discretion in relieving
suffering. A large sum was spent in
patrolling the coast to pick up bodies and
render assistance.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

Pearling Fleet

House adjourned at 11.20 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—IMMIGRATION, MR.
LANE’S WORK.

Mr. TROY (for Mr. Bath) asked the
Premier: 1, Is Mr. Lane, who is adver-
tising for immigrants in England for
Western Australia, acting on the instruc-
tions of the Government or the Agent
General in London? 2, Does he rveceive
any pavment from the W.A. Govern-
ment for his services 7 3, Is the Pre-
mier aware that eomplaintz have been
made against Mr. Lane for misrepresen-
tation and deluding immigrants 3 4,
Have these complaints been brought
under the notice of the Government ?
5, Is it a fact chat the Government have
repudiated responsibility for Mr. Lane’s
work in this regard? -

The PREMIER replied: 1. The Gov-
ernment are not aware of any soeh in-
structions having been issued. 2. I un-
dersland ihis gentleman has received
some fees from the Agent (eneral in
London for lecturing in January of last
vear. 3 and 4, No specifiec complaint has
been brought hefore the Guovernment.
3. Yes. exeept as set out in answer to
question No., 2.

QUESTION—SEWERAGE FILTERS.

BURSWOOD.
TROY (for Mr. Swan) asked
the JMinister for Works: 1. Has the

necessary machinery for spreading the
sewerage over the filters at Burswood
been purchased 7 2. If so. is this
machinery satisfactory ? 3, 1f not sat-
isfaciory, who is responsible for its pur-
chase ?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The system has heen
foung satiefactory elsewhere, and there
is no reason to doobt its efficiency when
put into use here. 3, Answered by 2.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE WORK-
SHOPS, MANUFACTURES.

Mr. DAGLISH asked the Minister for
Works: 1, When will the Fremantle
Workshops balance-sheet and cost-sheet
be laid upon the Table of the House ?
2, Who authorised the manufacture of
pipes in value over £7,000 for stock
only @ 3, What stocks of values and
specials (apart from pipes) and other
eastings or machined goods required for
Government use are on hand ? 4, What
is the value of same ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, The information promised to
the hon. member will be available next
week. 2, The Minister for Works. 3,
Approximately 10 tens. 4, Approxim-
ately £200.

QUESTION—MACHINERY
TION.

Mr. SCADDAN asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Have the Mines Department
any record of the travelling expenses
paid to the Chief Inspector of Machinery
during the 12 months ended 31st De-
cember, 1908 2 2, If so, what is the
amount, and what is the nature of the
daties necessitating travelling for which
payment has been made ? 3, Has the
Chief Inspector of Machinery furnished
reports of any inspections of boilers
or machinery made by him 9 4, If so,
will the AMinister' furnish sueh report
for the information of members? 35,
In the absence of such reports will the
Minister contradiet or confirm a state-
ment which has been made that the Chief
Inspector of Machinery is inecompetent
and has not personally inspected and
issued certificates for half a dozen
hoilers since he was appointed, almeost
10 vears ago ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, £31 125, 9d. Visiting

INSPEC-
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machinery plants on the goldfields; in
tactories, sawniills, ete.; conferring with
owuers, managers, and engineers on
matters in  question with the depari-
ment; and examinations of engine-
drivers. 3, Unless specially desired the-
Chief Inspector of Machinery does not
furnish me with reports on boilers and
machinery, and I bave not ealled for any.
4, Answered by 3. 5, I am of opiniow
that the Chief Inspector of Machinery
is competent, and consider that his time
is heiter oecupied in supervision and ad-
ministration than in personally inspect-
ing hoilers and machinery.

Mr. 3CADDAN: 1 desire to draw
attention o the fact ihat ihe Minister
has declined to answer the question I
put him. That question is very clear
for it says, “Ias the Chief Inspector
of Machinery furnished reports of any
inspections of boilers or machinery made
by him ¥’ The Minister has refrained
from answering that question.

The SPEAKER: It is in the provinee-
of the Minister to answer the question
as he thinks fit.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
question is answered; probably the hon..
member did not hear what T said, but
he ean read the reply in the Minutes.

RAILWAY INDUSTRIAL AGREE-
MENTS.

Papers.not complete.”

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): I desire
again to draw attention to the fact that
certain papers which were called for by
the House with regard to railway in-
dustrial agreements have not yet been
placed on the Table. 1 have drawn
attention fo this omission on other
occagions, and on Thursday, the 7th
January, I spoke of it. I regret to say
the rvesolution of this Chamber lLas not
vet been earried out, nor has the order
Mr. Speaker gave, that all papers
ordered by the House should he tabled,
been obeyed. I would again ask Mr,
Speaker to insist that all papers and
reports of conferences in  connection
with disputes in the vears T mentioned
in iy resolution, he tabled.



Savings Bank Loan.

The JMINTSTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): I have asked the depart-
ment to supply me with all papers in
their possession, and they have assured
me Lhey have sent on every one. I ean
do no more. I aceept the statements of
the officers of the department, and if
the hon. member gives me particelars
of certain papers which he believes to
be in existence, I will have a special
search made for them. I do not think
any memhber would believe for one
mement I would so stultify myself as to
ask the officers of the department not to
furnish eertain papers ealled for, and I
am satisfied the officers, when requested
by the House to produce papers, wonld
never for a moment think of withhoeld-
ing any of the documents asked for;
they wonld earry out the resvlution of
Parliament in its entirety. 8o far as
I know, every paper the department
have in their possession, has been civen
to me and been placed by me on the
Table.

Mr, HOLMAN: 1 will name some of
the papers. Thev are the minutes of
a conference that took place on Lhe 21st
of September, 1904, and eonferences
held on the $th of November, and a
week either hefore or after that date.
T visited the railway union office to-
day, and secured papers there which
have not been placed on the Table. One
consists of the minutes relative to the
conferenee held. at wkich I was present,
and which T referred to when moving
the motion; another is 3 copy of a
eonference held on the 9th November,
and minutes relating to a conference
held on another dav abourt that time.
I regret to sav that minntes which T
wrote in connection with this matter do
not appear on the file placed on the Table.

The SPEAKER: The papers men-
tioned should be placed on the Table,
and the Minister has promised to pro-
duece them.

The Minister for Mines: If they are
there.

QUESTION—SAVINGS BANK LOAN
TO MR. P. STONE.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): With

the permission of the House, I would like
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to ask rhe Treasurer whether he intends
to place on the Table, papers in conee-
tion with the loan of £1,500 by Lbe
Savings Bank to Mr, P. Stone. I have
given notice of motion for the production
of these papers. and I would like to
know whether there is any objection on
the part of the Government to produce
them.

The TREASURER: The motion ecan
be put on the Notice Paper as a formal
ane.

PAPERS—RAILWAY SUPPLIES,

) NIEWCASTLE.

On motion by Mr. dngwin ordered :
That lhere be laid upon Lthe Table of the
House all papers relating to the calling
for tenders and for letting of contracts
for the supply of Newcastle coal for the
Railway Department.

MOTION—RAILWAYS, INDUSTRIAL
CONDITIONS.
Debate adjourned.

Order read for the resumption of the
debate on the following motion by Mr.
Johnson :—“That in the opinion of this
House the Commissioner of Railways
when arranging the next .induslrial con-
ditions for the railway employees, should
start at a minimum of Ss. per day, irres-
pective of privileges, for all aduli insle
workers, and 48 hours to constitute the
week’s work; always reserving the right
given in Section 89 of the Industrial Con-
eiliation and Arbitration Aet to pay a
lower rate to any worker who is unable
to earn the prescribed minimum.”

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
In connection with this motion I intend
to move that the debate be adjourned. It
is felt at the present stage that it would
not be advisable to proceed with the de-
hate on this matter, and I crave the in-
dulgence of the House to give my reasons.
In the first place let me say on bebalf of
myself, my colleagues, and the members
sitting on this side of the House that I
desire to place on record that we are as
determined as any party in the House or
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the counitry fo use our ntmost endeavours
to secure fair remuneration for the em-
ployees of the State. Move than that I,
on the present oceasion, do unot wish to
add when I am speaking with the indul-
gence of hon. members. It is not neces-
sary for me to assure the House that we
view with a eonsiderable ammount of regret

the possibility of industrial trouble
arising  hetween the Commissioner of
Railways and the employees of the
Railway Department.  Firmly helieving
as I do that the points of differ
ence ecan  he adjusted if a con-

ference counld be arranged, I have taken
steps to bring about snweh a conference,
and T would sugwesl that this should he
acranged with the Minister for Railways
and myself as representatives of the Gov-
ernment, the Commissioner of Railways,
and the members of the executive of the
Railway Association, Now, T am fully
satisfied that such a eonference eould ad-
just the existing difficulties. I have had
some experience of these matfers and it
is only two years ago that there was a
difference with regard to Sunday thoe
on the railways; and as a result of the
deliberations whieh took place hetween
the representatives of the men, the Gov-
ernment and the Commissioner, as well as
the memher for Ivanhoe, who took an
active pawt in the deliberations, it was
found possible to adjust matters in a way
which proved to he in the interests of
both the country and the employees of the
Railway Department. 1 am satisfied that
a proposition of this kind will commend
itself to members, beeause T think we are
all agreed it wonld he a great calamity
shonld any industrial trouble arise he-
tween the employees of the Railway De-
partment and the Commissioner of Rail-
ways. [ amn satisfied if the conference
were held that suceess wounld attend our
efforts, that is, if the eonference were not
prejudiced in anv way. If a debate took
place here in connection with this metion,
there is a possibility that the matter might
not be so easy of adjustinent as it would
he if the delegates to the eonference were
able to take the subject into considera-
tion, all unhiassed, and with the deter-
mination (o arrive al some conclugion
whieh would be in the interests of all con-
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cerned. Under these civenmstances, T beg
o move—
That the debate be adjourned.

Mr. Bath: Make the adjourmuent until
to-tmorrow.

The PREMIER: [ have heen informed
that the Commissioner of Railways has
comwmunicated with the executive and has
suggested that the conference should take
place on Monday or if necessary on
Saturday. Personally 1 would be quite
prepared to give up Saturday in order to
attend thal confereuce.

Mr., BATH (Brown Hill): I hope
I may speak with the indulgenee of
mentbhers, Sinee I first approached
the  Premier at the beginning of
the week, my desire has heen fo try
and arrive at some modus vivendi or some
wethod of sertlement at  the earliest
possible moment, so as to avoid that de-
lay which might lead to complications
and nwmke it more diffieult to arrive at
some adjustment of the trouble. At the
request of the Premier the matter has
heen left over from day to day until it
was decided ‘that this motion should be
taken in preference to a motion for the
adjournment of the House and that it
should be the first business v the Notice
Paper for this afternoon, T have not
had time to enmmunicate with the Rail-
way Association with regard to the con-
ferenee, and [ Jdo not want to lose the
chancee of having the matter discussed in
the House. At the same time I do not
want to see any opportunity of eoneilia-
tion or settlement by conference lost. The
debate could be adjourned till to-morrow
and if the eonference is fixed up hefore
then to take place even on a subsequent
day, then there would be no need for the
discussion to be resumed fo-morrow. Bt
if there is no prospeet of getting the con-
ference, with the view of arriving at a
settlement T am desirous of taking the
earliest opportunify of digeussing  the
matler here. Tn asking that the debate
he adjourned uniil to-morrow I am not
anxious to interfere in any way with the
possible settlement by debate. But I want
to have the right, and members who are
desirous of diseussing the question, want
tv have the right of debating it here in
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the event of the failure o bring about a
<conference.

Mr. JOHNSOXN
‘Speaker——

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
cannot debate a motion for adjournment.

Mr. JOHNSON: I merely desire to
say that I have never heard a word of
this until just before the House met this

(Guildford) : M.

afternoon,  After all, Mr. Speaker, this
is my motion.
Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member

may make a short explanation, but it is
contrary 1o the rules of the House in
ollow any diseussion on a moiion to ad-
Journ the debate.

Mr, JOENSON: This motion has been
on the Notice Paper for a considerable
time. The Leader of the Opposition has
met the Premier in connection with the
matter. The suggeston that a confer-
ence should be held was made early in the
week and here we are now at the end of
the week and nothing transpires until to-
day, when we, feeling that we are to have
an opportunity of diseussing the ques-
tion and fnally sebtling it in the House,
at the eleventh hour a proposal for the
adjourmment i sprung upon us. It is
not only this matter of the diffevence be-
tween the Commissioner and the assoeia-
tion that I want to diseuss; I want the
House to definitely and distinctly decide
the question of whether our workers shall
be paid the minimum of 8s. a day and
shall work 48 hours a week.

Mr. SPEAKER: T think the hon.
member is exceeding the explanation,

Mr. JOHNWSON: Very well, 3.
‘Speaker, I shall just enter my protest
against the Premier gagging wme from
expressing my opinion.

Mr. BATH: As a makter of courtesy,
Mr Speaker, the Premier might say
whether, failing the conference, he will
give the Fouse an opportunity to dis-
cuss the motion. All T want to point out
is that if the conference is fixed up, then
we will not ask the Premier fo resume the
debaie to-morrow. I am only asking that
the promise given me shall be carried
out, that we shall be given an opportunity
to diseuss this motion. All T want is
1hat the assuranee will be observed.
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Mr., Walker: The question is, will it
be put on the Notice Paper to-morrow.

The PREMIER: I do not see why the
conference should not be arranged.

Mr. Collier: You have had nine days
to fix it up.

The PREMIER: We have not bad
much time to fix up anything during the
last few days. 1 repeat I see no reason
why the conferenee should not take place.
The railway people themselves have
stated that they are anxious that a eon-
ference should take place, - Unless we
have a conference we can only hear one
side of the ease. I have had experience
of these troubles and I am satisfied it is
not possible to adjust one like this by
having a debate in the House, where it
would not be possible to arrive at a pro-
per conclusion. WWhen we are met in
conference there will be every oppartun-
iy of discussing the matter, interjecting,
and aequiring all the information possible.
I do not think that there will be any like-
lihood of objection to the conference.
The Leader of the Opposition advised me
yesterday that he proposed to move the
adjournment of the House, and I agreed
that I wonld be prepared to place this
motion at the fop of the Notice Paper
to-day. I do not want to shelve dis-
eussion, but T am satisfied thai a better
result will come from a conference thar
from a debate in this House.

Mr. \WWalker: Then let it appear on the
Notice Paper to-morrow and if necessary
we ean adjourn it again,

The Premier: Why not make it Tues-
day?

Mr. Joknson: Many of us have made
arrangements io go to Busselton on
Tuesday.

The Premier: The show will not take
place until Tharsday.

Mr. Johnson: That is nothing, I have
made arrangements fo go on Tuesday.
You do not mind ineonveniencing any-
one as long as you suit yourselves,

Motion put, and a division taken wiil
the following result:—

Ayes . .. .. 26
Noes .- .. .. 20

Majority for .. .. &
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AYES.
Mr. Barnett Mr. Layman
Mr. Brown Mr. Male
Mr. Carson Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Monger
Mr. Daglish Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Davles Mr. §. F. Moore
Mr. Draper Mr. Nanson
Mr. Foulkes . Mr. Osborn
Mr. Gregory Mr. Piesse
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Price
Mr. Hayward Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hopkins Mr. Gordon
Mr. Jacony - (Teller).
Mr, Keecnan
NoES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Q’Logblen
Mr. Bath Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Belton Mr. Swan
Mr. Collier Mr. Taylor
Mr. Gill Mr. Underwood
Mr. Gourley Mr. Walker
Mr. Heitmanno Mr. Ware
Mr. Hoiman Mr. A. A Wilson
Mr. FHeoran Mr. Troy
Mr. Johnson {Teller).
Mr. McDowall

Motion thus passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1908-9.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day, Ur
Daglish in the Chair.

Education Department (Hon. Frank
‘Wilson, Minister).

Vote—Education, £175,687 :

The TREASURER and MINISTER
FOR EDUCATION (Hon. Frank Wil
son): Any hon. member who has taken
the time and frouble to peruse the In-
spector General’s report in connection
with the working of this depariment
during the past year will, I think, admit
that good work has been done, and that
as far as possible the requirements of
the people of this State have been satis-
fied in regard to educational facilities.
Of course the exigencies of the State’s
finances have necessitated every economy
in this department, as in all others. Tt
will be noticed by the Committee that
the expeoditure last year was some
£4,800 below the vote on Jast year’s
Estimates ; this saving, however, has
been spread pretty generally over all the
items econtained in the Estimates and is
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not c¢onfined in any special diveetion,
thus showing that economy has been
practised without impaiving the effici-
eney of the depariment. It will be noted
also that this year the expenditure is es-
timated to exceed that of last year by
£1,465. But this does not represent the
total excess in the estimated cxpendi-
ture; heeause the sanitary serviees in
connection with this immense depart-
ment have been transferred, together
with those of all other departments, to
the Colonial Secretary’s Department.
These services alone mean an expendi-
ture of £3,500, so that the increase this
year in the expenditure so far as the
Eduention Department is eoncerned re-
presents £53,000 in round figures. It is
rather interesting to compare the figures
with regard to owr schools with the
figures of Inst year. For instance on
the 30th June, 1807, we had 372 schools.
open and in use, and on the 30th June,
1908, 12 months later, we had 396 open
and in use, representing an inecrease of
24 schools. During the first balf of the
present financial year the number has
risen to 418, being an inerease of 22 in
the six months. We have more than
double the number of schools open in
Western Australia to-day that we had
nine years ago; and when we consider
thai the edueation vote of that period
amounted to £56,000, whereas to-day it
stands al £175,000, it will be seen what
immense strides bave been made. Not-
withstanding that this large inerease is
out of all proportion to the advance in
onr population, i1 will be proved by
these figures that proportionately we
have provided very much greater facili-
ties for educational purposes than exist-
ed nine years ago. The number of our
schools reached 300 for the first time in
1905, and reached 400 for the first time
in 1908. Demands for schools have come
in from all parts of the State, and
although we have heen unable to meet
them all, still, as far as possible, these
demands have heen met and schools es-
tahlished. Of course care has to be
exercised in establishing schools. We
have nurerouns instances of schools hav-
ing been demanded for sparsely popu-
lated distriets; instances in which the-
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people have subsequently removed from
the distriet, taking their children with
them, so that in the course of a few
short months it has been found that the
demand for a school had not been a legi-
timate one. But wherever we have six
or seven children of a sehool age in a
given centre they can get assistance.
Grants nn a per eapita basis of £4 10s.
in the coastal distriets and of £3 on the
goldfields ean be obtained towards their
education, 8o no one needs be minus edu-
cational Tfaecilities -for his children.
Families can have assistance if too far
away from the ueavest school—assist-
ance by the way of allowance for driving
the children into school. And wherever
two places are near enough to establish
half-time schools these are established,
even thongh there are only seven or eight
scholars offering. In such cases where
half-time schools are established, it is
expected that those who require them
will supply a suitable room for the pur-
pose. But wherever 14 or 15 children
of school age are permanently settled n
any distriet an effort is made to provide
them with a school building, and also
with a teacher. Our system in Western
Australia, which I have briefiy explained,
is very much more favourable towards
thepeoplethanarethesystems in the other
States. I find on glanecing through the
tecords that in New South Wales pro-
visional schools are only established for
from 10 to 19 children, and then the
grant in aid of buildings and furniture
is limited to £45 for less than 15 ¢hil-
dren, and to £60 for less than 18. Pay-
ment is withheld until the building has
heen erected and passed by the depart-
ment as being fitting for the purpese. In
Vietoria the minimum number of scholars
is 15 for full-time schools and 11 for
half-time schools; however, it must be
admitted {hat these numbers are not
rigidly adhered to. Bnt wherever the
number of scholars is less than 20
parents must provide buildings for
school purposes. In execeptional cases
the depariment pays a proportion of the
cost of these buildings. In South Aus-
tralia the minimum is 12 for provisional
schools. special and half-time schools
being the best available for any number
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below 12, Half the cost only of the
buildings for these provisiona! schools is
granted in that State and then it must
not exceed £75. Rent in some instances
is paid for smaller schools. In Queens-
land the minimum number of seholars
s 12, and one-fifth of the eost of sehool
and guarters is contributed by the loca-
lity. 'The small sehools there are sub-
sidised on a capitation rate based on the
cost per head in the nearvesi iarger
school. In Tasmania we have the very
low  miniwmum of eight scholars for a
subsidy ; but for over 12 a building
is rented. No buildings are erected by
the department for less than 20 scholars.
So that at once it will readily he seen
that, as far as our State is conceined, wo
are very far ahead of the Eastern States
in the accommodation we grant tor edu-
cational purposes. Of comrse the expen-
diture which I have referred to as having
inereased very largely has been in-
creased considerably since 1899, due to
the establishment of {he Training College
at Claremont, and of techniecal educa-
tion in different parts of {he State, in-
cluding wanual training and eookery
classes in our primary schools. The ex-
penditure has also been increased hy
an additional number of Government
and University exhibitions, seecondary
scholarships and bursaries, which are
open to all. Roughly these departments
represent something like £20,000 of the
total expenditure. Of course the bene-
ficial resulis to onr people are undoubted
and require no emphasising by me. The
technical school students, exelusive of
the school of mines, have inereased to
1,100, and in the city of Perth the num-
ber has doubled within the past four
years; that is to say it has inereased
from 263 to over 300, a very satisfactory
result indeed. Of course there are more
demands for these technical schoils
thronghout the State than {he depart-
ment can cope with, and althongh we
have done our utmost io meet Lhese de-
mands where practicable and jusiifiable,
vet I must say that I would be hetter
pleased if I ecould find more monev to
extend the technical education of this
department, an education whicih I thirk
will be largely respounsible for {he pros-
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perity of our country in the very near
future. This year we have had an
innovation in  regard to teehnical
schools, inasmuech as 17 students sat at
the examination for the bachelor of
science degree in the Adelaide Univer-
sity. They were snceessful in securing
30 passes in portions of the counrse.
They were the only candidates from
Western Australia, and, I may explain,
it 1s only during the past two years that
eandidates have been permitfed to pass
the whole of the examinations for the
bachelor of science degree without leav-
ing the teehnieal school and travelling
to Adelaide for the purpose. so that is
a distinet advance so far as our techni-
cal sehool students are concerned. The
Training College has accommodation for
62 regular students, and about two-
thirds of these are females. These
students have, of eourse, had their usual
training during tbe past twelve months,
bat in addition we have been able to
give a three months’ eourse to 28 tea-
chers from some of the smaller schools,
Central schools, as proclaimed, arve be-
ing established in the metropolitan and
Kalgoorlie-Boulder  distriets. These
sehools it is intended shall be an advance
on our present system: not that we shall
be able to eeconomise so far as expendi-
ture 15 concerned, hut we shall eertainly
be able to economise in effort and have
very much better results than under the
present svstem. which T need not dilate
upon.  Briefly, the seventh and ex-
seventh pupils are taught at these cen-
tral schools. In the past, as I expliained
preity fully some two or three years ago,
these pupils eould claim tuition in any
of our schools, and they bave done so,
with the result that where u school had
perhaps a few children who eould claim
this exceptional edueation they had to
be attended io to the detriment of the
larger number who were heing educated
in primary subjects onlv; or. in other
words, the larger number must be neg-
lected, to some oxtent, while the leacher
was eapaged in the tuition of those
advanced seholars. This has been re-
cognised for some time as being a very
unsatisfactory method. and now we hope,
to a great extent. so far as the larger
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centres of population are concerned, to.
do away with this system and get mueh.
better results from these declared cen-
tral sehools where, of eourse, the ehildren.
who are so far advanced ean be grouped
together and specially qualified teachers.
appointed to instruet them without de-
tracting from the tuition given fo the
primary secholars.  Auother matter I
might briefly refer te is the faet that in
conuection with these central schools—
of eourse, free travelling is permitted—.
an arrangement will he made with the
Railway Department that free passes
will be granted to the students although
perhaps they may be beyond the regular
distance for primary sehools, so that
students  living within a2 measureable
distance of these centrnl schiools can
travel to and fro to attend the classes
established therein. With regard to cost,
of course this 15 inereasing somewhat per
head. The average cost per hesd on
enrolment——and I do nof think it is
fair that we should compare it in any
other way, by attendance, for instance:
because, unfortunately, last year our
atiendance was rather reduced owing fo-
an epidemie of diphtheria, and 1 anather
portion of the year owing te an out-
break of measles in the =zchools neces-
sitating not onlv the closing down of
2 great number of sehools for a short
period. hat in many instances the pro-
hibition of certain pupils who werve
suspeets from attending, and, of course,
the average attendanee suffered—ihe
average cost per head on envolment for
1906-7 was £4 9s. 4d.; for 1907-8 it rose:
to £4 10s. 1d. I must admit this 1s
slightly higher than in any of the other
States. New South Wales comes nearest
to us, but as they hase their cost on the_
average attendance I have perforce to
show these figures in comparing our cost
with that in the various Eastern Stales.
Of these New South Wales is the highest,
the cost being £3 6s. 10d., while omr cost
on average attendance is £5 15s. 2d. In
Queensland it is £4 13s. 10d., in Tas-
mania £4 4s. 7d., in Vietoria £4 10s. 54,
and in South Australia, the lowest of
the lot, £3 19s. 3d. However, it will be
readily realised that this inereased ex-
penditnre is easily aceounied for. No-
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wlere have they sueh a country as we
have in which to provide educational
facilities, sv large an arvea with =uel
sparsely populated assemblages. | This
has all increased the cost of transit and
living, and naturally the expense of edu-
cation goes up aceordingly. Tn addition
to that, our salarvies, as I have previously
stated in this Chamber, are somewhat
higher than .ave paid in the Eastern
Siates—in many instances considerably
higher. Last vear we built 15 new
schools and added 12 new residences for
reachers; and, of course, there was a
large number of additions and improve-
ments found to be necessary Lo existing
schools and quarters. This year we pro-
pose. strange to say, to put up exactly
the same number, 15 new schools and 12
new quarters, provision for, which will
be found on the Estimates; and in addi-
tion there will be the usual saum of
£3,000 te provide for miscellanteous
schools and ¢uaviers. I think this
briefly gives a summary of what has
heen done during the financial year in
connection with this department and of
what we propuse to do during the pre-
sent year. Naturally we have, as T zaid
al the outset, endeavoured to economise
wherever possible, yet we realise that
no one would wish to eurtail unduly the
edncational facilities (o Lhe children of
the State, and, therefore, the vote must
of necessity go on  inereasing year
by wear as these additional facilities
are granted. The question of land settle-
ment whieh has taken the notice not
only of the people of Western Australia
but of other countries so largely for the
past year or two, naturally affects this
problem. As we gei settlers on the land
they immediately begin to ery omt for
school aceommodation for their children.
Tt has been a very diffieult problem to
satisfy all: indeed, T suppose we have
not satisfied all in this respect; buv [
venture to say any complaints of neg-
leet. 1f inquired into. will be found to
be based on just and legilimate grounds,
rather than on wilful neelect on Lhe purt
of the department in recard to the de-
mands of these settlers. T commend

this vore to the aceeptance of the Com-
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mittee, and I trust that it will be passed
without any reduetion.

Mr. BATH: There were not many
members who would have a desive to
effeet a reduetion in the vote for eduea-
tional purposzes, so that the Treasurer
need have no deep fears on that heading.
Probably there would be found some
niembers inclined io take the other course
and protest against cutting down expen-
diture, or rather the denial of certain ex-
penditure to whieh the teaching staft in
our State eonsidered themselves entitled.
Fach year certainly found the depart-
ment from the permanent head, the In-
spector Creneral, down to fhe siaff of
feachers making great strides so far as
educational work in Western Australia
was concerned. Not only was there an
extension of educational facilities, but in
the instruction imparted we were improv-
ing every day and every year, and we
were holding a worthy place in the Com-
monwealth so far as primary education
was concerned. The esprit de corps
among the officers of the Edueation De-
partment was all the more remarkable
hecause a larme number of the teachers
had a just grievance against the depart-
ment, though not so much against the

department as  against the Gov-
ernment of the day. It was
"a  characteristic of the Common-

wealth of the whole, and was not confined
to Western Australia, that while some
publie officers were {reated well, Govern-
mnents were not prepared fo recognise the
status to which teachers were entitled, or
the really important part the teacher
played in the economy of the nation., It
was only necessary to turn up the edueca-
tion reports of the nations of the world.
from the most civilised down to the South
American Republics, or even to Japan
for that matter, to see that to-day the
greatest importance was attached to their
educational work, beeause they realised
that in it lay the foundation of their pro-
gress and that vnless they improved their
educational systems in a complete form
they were going to lng behind in the mareh
of nations. That heing so, if we recog-
nised the importance of eduecation, we
must also recognise the importance of the
man who earried on our educational
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work. The teacher was ¢f more import-
ance te the commumity than the doctor
or lhe lawyer, or, could one say, a Cabinet
Minister, and was entitled to a great deal
more consideration and, onhe Dbelieved,
more salary than was allotted to him,
and more practical recogmition of the
part he played in the world to-day. As
a matter of faet it was hard fo realise
what was the status of the teacher. He
ceemed to De a sort of half-way soeial
produet, and was not accorded the recog-
nition to which he was entitled. That
was even the ease in regard to the huild-
ings provided by the department for
teachers to live in, heeause we found the
Tnspector General of Schools in his re-
port saying it was diffieult for a teacher
to preserve the respect of his neighbours
or even his own self-respect when he was
miserably housed, and that a comparison
between the ecomfortable cquarters pro-
vided for the police constable, the post-
master, or the station-master, and the
poor rooms allotted to the teacher were
not caleulated to give a proper idea of
the importance and dignity of the last-
named. The Inspector General was, one
realised, desirous of improving this
matter as far as possible; but, of course,
the Inspector General's desires were
limited by the amount of money placed
at his disposal. It was true that the
argument advanced for the refusal of the
increment to the sehool teachers for this
vear was based on the argument that our
finaneial position was so bad that we
could not afford to pay it. One heard a
lot about what were vulgarly called the
stinking-fish party, but no man libelled
Western Australia more than the man
who, be he politician or citizen, said that
our resources were not capable of pro-
viding fair, and one might say, generous
salaries for onr teachers and for an up-
to-date educational system. To use this
argument of economy and lack of money
as an argument for denying fair re-
muneration te those engaged in our
Eduecation Department, was worse than
deerying our resources, for writing us
down as a God-forsaken country. It
might be a temporary depression, or the
exigencies of the finances might justify

ns in using the pruning knife in luxurious
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and useless expenditure, such for in-
stance as that criticised the previous
evening by members, State ceremonials,
or even such channels as that in which
money was spent for the entertainment
of the American Fleet, But when this
excunse was used as an argument in sup-
port of the contention that, although
teachers had worked ereditably, had pre-
pared for their examinations, had re-
ceived good reports from the inspeector,
and had justly earned the increments to
which they were entitled under the re-
cultations, surely it was not sufficient jus-
tification, The refusal of the inerements
worked very harshly in its effeet on the
teachers. We found for instance that
of the £3,000 saved owing to the deter-
mination not to pay the increments,
£2,000 would effect 200 teachers in re-
ceipt of a salary of £150 a year or less.
That was that teachers receiving £150 a
yvear or less would have to stand the
brunt of £2,000 of this saving of £3,000.
Those in receipt of £100 per year and
who would have been entitled to an in-
crease to £110, had suffered through the
withholding of the inerement, a percent-
age loss of 9 per cent.; those in receipt
of £200 lost only 5 per cent., whilst thosa
in receipt of £350 lost only 3 per cent.
While he did not desire to say for one
moment that it was the mere nioney as-
pect which appealed to the teachers, still
naturally the loss of inerements had an
effect upon the teachers in their work
when it was a guestion of their getting
2 living salary, one sufficient to lkeep
them respectably and provide them with
decent accommodation. It had a great
effect on the esprit de corps of the
teachers, and a great effect on the ambi-
tion of those seeking to rise in the depart-
ment. It was not that there was neo
room for serious economies in the Edu-
cation Department or for a reduetion in
the expenditure in some directions; for
in Western Australia we had departed
from the system adopted in the Eastern
States, in that, 'instead of making the
head-teachers in our big schools the heads
of the schaols, including all branches, we
had constiluted head-teachers over each
department—over the girls’ school, the
infants’ school and the hoys’ school —with
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the result that high salaries were given
fo the heads, and a staff of highly-paid
teachers was built up. In the other States
the headmaster was the head of all the
branches in the school; that was where
the girls’ or infants’ schools were not
separated from the boys’ schools.
In some places in the Eastern States
there was specialisation in kindergarten
work; but where girls’, infants’ and boys’
schools were included in the one estab-
lishment there was but one liead. The
staff of such institutions, although well
paid, received less salaries than head
teachers placed in independent control
of girls’ and infants’ branches sueh as
in the schools in this State. If our
finaneial position were such that we must
go warily, it would be better to pay
larger salaries to teachers in the agrieul-
tural and mining districts, where we were
trying to build up an educational system
for those pioneering the sparsely settled
distriets, even if it meant loss of status
to the higher paid teachers in the City
and chief towns. The present policy en-
couraged centralisation because it aroused
ambition in the minds of all the teachers

to secure appointments in the larger
centres. It also indirectly acted upon
the scholars taught in the agricultural

and mining distriets and encouraged the
idea of centralisation, of getting into the
towns to enjoy the greater advantages to
be secured there. Tn Western Australia
we were growing more and move to look
to the agrienltural industry for the future
solid development of the Siate, and we
had io give enconragement to the agrieul-
toral population to seftle on the soil
Therefore it was necessary to build up
the idea in the minds of the children at-
tending sueh schools, that in the futuve
they would be able to secure not anly
material advantages in the development
of the agricultural industry, but also a
fair measure of culture and education.
To do that we must give the teachers in
those districts good conditions and good
salaries, arouse in them an interest in
their work and a desire to werk in such
disiriets. In the Training College, Clare-
mont, the Govermment had established a
science room which eost a considerable
sum, Seeing that we had a technieal
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schoal in Perth, that sum of mouey
might have been saved by the students
being given facililies to secure the neces-
sary training in science and laboratery
work i the Technieal Sehool rather than
have a special establishment at Claremont
in connection with that partieular work.

The Treasurer: The Training College
is to instruct in teaching, which is very
different from technieal work.

Mr. BATH: TIn c¢onnection with the
work at the Training College something
more had to be done than to make the
sludents mere teachers. Thigs was pointed
out by the Principal of the Training Col-
lege in his report, for he said:—

+  “Reflecting upon the work of the
college in the past I am deeply sen-
sible that, if the best is to be sought
in the way of professional training,
some changes are necessary. Last vear
I ontlined the three-fold funection of
the college. Briefly the funetions
then outlined may be summarised—].
To give its students a good all-round
edueation. 2, To train them in certain
departments of skill closely associated
with the {eacher’s calling. 3. To give
them a professional training.”

There was a fourth funchion in connee-

tion with the training of teachers, and

that was to make them good citizens,
capable of inculeating the principle of
good citizenship in the minds of the
children under their control. There was
too much of an inelination to leok on
teachers os a class of men apart from
the other members of the community; to
separate from them; to let them walk and
work in grooves of their own. They should
he regarded as citizens as much as any-
body else, they should meet and work
with the other members of the com-
munity: for if we¢ were to make our
children good ecitizens in the future it
would be not only by imparting to them

a good edueation, but also by ineuleat-

ing in them a desire to be good citizens

of the State. VUnless the teachers were
trained with thiz idea not only in their
earlier stages, but also in the Training

College, they would not be able to impart

those lessons in good citizenship to the

children under their econtrol. In the
establishment of the normal schools the
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Eduecation Department had made a de-
parture for which they were to be com-
plimented. As had been pointed out by
the Principal, a good deal of initial work
was done in the Training College now
whieh could have been avoided had the
normal  schocl been esiablished earlier.
He had been informed that instrnefion
imparted in the normal school was re-
peated In the Training College. That
was wrong, for the two institntions
should not fravel over the same ground.

The Treasurer: 1 do not think that is
so; although to a slight extent it may be
the case.

Mr. BATH : The proper system to
adopt was for the Training College to
take up the instruction of the students
from the place they left off at the normal
school. In regard to technieal education,
good work had been done by the schools
both in the City and on the fields, and
also at those places where technical
schools were established. This work,
however, was not complementary of the
instruction which youths were secoring
in whatever manufacturing industries we
had in the State. It had frequently been
urged by the Treasurer ~against trades
unionism that. the unions were oppused
to apprenticeship; that they did not be-
lieve in it; but frades unions in fthe
State were anxious for the institution of
a practieal system of apprenticeship.
The carpenters’ association, the engin-
eers’ Association and others had asked for
it and had sought for the promulgation
of regulations.

The Treasurer: Yes, but you limit the
number.

Mr. BATH: When the president of the
Arbitration Court initiated clauses in re-
gard to apprenticeship in the tailoring
and book-binding trades his work was
hailed with great satisfaction by the
trades unions of Western Australia, es-
pecially those unions which included men
engaged in skilled work. At present
there was no system of apprenticeship
in those trades. A hoy was taken on for
one hranch of the work, such' as attend-
ing o a machine, and no further instruc-
tions were given fo him. When he be-
eame a man and asked for a salary more
eommensirale with  manhood than hoy-
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kood, he was promptly told he was not
wanted, and another bhoy was taken on,
The same thing applied to the dressmak-
mg trade as far as girls were concerned,
We wanted an Aect sueh as was proposed
by a conference representing the Cham-
ber of Manufactures in Vietoria and ihe
Trades Hall Council. A Bill was prom.
ised in that State embodying their recom-
mendations for a proper system of in-
dentures under which the employer would
be under an obligation to teach the trade
thoroughly. If we had that, we would
soon build up in Western Australia that
class of artisan who wonld he able to hold
his own with any in the civilised world.
He had nrged this before, and he hoped
the Government wonld take the matter
up, and if necessary, introduee such a
Bill. He would again nrge the Govern-
ment to reconsider their decision to re-
fuse inerements to the teachers, especially
those in  receipt of under £200 a year:
There was no elass move deserving of
generous consideration than the teaching
profession in Western Australia,

Mr. JACOBY: As the previous
speaker had stated, we had every reason
to be proud of the general conduct of
our Education Department, buf he re-
gretted that in this department, as well
as in most of the other departments of
the State we still had that centralising
tendency. We had only to look at the
last distribution of Government exhibi-
tiong. There were some 30 distributed
of the value of £10 each, and out of the
lot, only five went to seholars from
schools outside the inetropolitan area.
That was evidence of the centralising ten-
dency in the Tdneation Department. he-
eause it showed that the standard of
edueation within the metrapolitan area
wag «0 much better than if was in the
goldfields and agrieu'tural districts.

. Tihe Treasurer: They all had the rizht
to ecompete.

Mr. JACOBY : Certainly, and to giva
them the opportunity of competing one
must zive them the standard of edueation
which was equal io that in the metre-
politan area. He admitted there were
some difficulties in the; way of giving a
high standard of eduecation in the agri-
eultural and goldfields distriets. but these
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difficulties were accentnated whenever an
improvement was made in the education
system, for it was so arranged that it
would have greater effeet in the metre-
politan area. e should increase the
standard throughout the country schools.
Proposals had been made by the Inspector
General in the dirvection of establishing a
system of secondary education under
State eontrol. He did not object to that
as a prineiple, but if we were going any
further than we had already gone in that
direction, we should go in the direction of
assisting the country and the goldfields
distriets, and not in establishing further
secondary schools in the metropolitan
area which was already supplied. We
had alse such a high standard in the
metropolitan schools as to make them in
some vespeets secondary schools.  That
was so in the James Street school. The
standard of education was infinitely
snperior in Perth than in any other part
of the State. We were going toe far in
the ecentralising tendency. We fownd
there was a greater proportiocn of non-
produeing population sitnated within the
metropolitan area of this State than in
any other capital of Australia, and al-
ready those capitalse were held wup as
examples that should not he followed.
Sydney and Melbourne had something
like 40 per cent. of the population
of their respective States living with-
in the meiropolitan area. The West-
ern Australian figures were 3214 per cen:.
In Sydney and Melbourne there was a
very large proportion of secondary pro-
ducers situated within the metropolitan
area, while in Western Australia, the pro-
portion was comparatively small. He
thonght he was correct in sdying that
there was a higger percentage of non-
producing population in  the Western
Australian mefropolitan area than in any
other metropolitan area in Australia.
This econld only arise as the re-
snlt of one circumstance, and that was,
that the expenditure eof the monevs of the
Siate were unduly centred in ihe meiro-
politan area, a fact which applied to the
Education as well as the other depart-
ments of the State. 1f we came to the
auestion of extending our eduecaticn
facilities, we shounld do it ir directions

119)
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other than in the already well favoured
areas to which he had referred, and if we
were going to undertake a State system
of secondary edueation, 1o which on
principle he did not object, it should be a
system that was going to enable our boys
and girls to take part in the special work
that we had to do in Western Australia;
it should reach them to hecome farmers,
and to take part in our primary pro.
ductions, farming, mining, and the timber
industry. He would oppose giving any
further faecilities in the direction of
seeondary edueation in the State until
some honest endeavour had been made to
raise the standard in the ecountry dis-
tricts.  somewhat approximating that
obtainable by the children in the metro-
politan  aren. He entered a protest
against the decision of the Treasnrer not
to give to the teachers the inerements
which had hecome due this vear. He
had found himself in some difficulty in
understanding what had heen the prnciple
that had guided the Government when it
had ecuome to the compiiation of these
Estimates.  The Treasurer told the
teachers who waited upon them, that for
the sake of economy it was necessary
that they should forego these increments,
bui did members find that ecomomy had
been applied throughout the Estimates?
Did not members see instances where the
Government had already proposed in
eounection with the Tender Board to
give an extra pound a week to the most
lighly paid civil servants for doing
work which was now part of their
ordinary employment? There were also
other instances. If it had been found
necessary to make reductions, why did
not the Government say to all the officers
of the serviee what they said to the
teachers? Then the teachers would have
quietly acquiesced, and added, “We will
take our share of the burden”  (Could
anyone do otherwise than sympathise
with these men whe had been specially
singled out for an injustice? In view of
the fact that the prineciple followed in
conneetion with this department had not
been adopted in others, it was his intention
to propose a small reduction in the vote
s0 as to get some definife expression of
opinion from members az to whether they
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agreed with the attitude of the Govewn-
ment towards the teachers.

My, Bath: Do it later. If you do it at
this stage you will stop further discussion
on the general question.

Mr. JACOBY: That eonld bardly be.

However it might be clearer if they had
the ruling of the Chairman on the ques-
tion.
* The CHAIRMAN: If any amendment
were moved on an item, necessarily thz
subsequent diseussion would be on the
amendment until it was disposed of. In
the ordinary course of events the Com-
mittee would then proceed to consider
the next subsequent item, or any iten.
any niemiber wished to discuss.

Me. JACOBY: In those cirenmstances
lie wonld take an opportunity later on
of moving a reduetion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon, member had been erroneouns in his
contention that the Kducation Depart-
went was the only department in whieh
there had been a standing still in the
matier of salaries. As a matter of fact
officers in all the other branehes of the
service had been similarly treated. Here
and there small increases had been given,
but they were exceptional ecases.
Generally speaking salaries were at a
stand-still for this year right through-
ount the service. Again it was wrong to
suppose that the establishment of a
secondary school! in the metropolitan
area meant that a centralising tendenecy
was being followed by the department.
Apparently the hon. member scarcely
understood the object of establishing
secondary schools. In other countries
it was usual to have a link hetween. the
primary and the technical school—a link
where the elements of the subjects deall
with in the teehnieal schools were tanght
in order that the pupils at the secondary
school might aequire knowledge which
would be indispensable to him on enter-
ing a technical school. ANl over the
world it was customary to provide such
a link between the primary and the
technical sechool. And with all due re-
cognition of the work being done by the
secondary schools in Western Australia,
he ventured to think that the teaching
there given was not altogether of the
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class calculated to best fit a young fellow

for active business or professional
life in Australia. If the teaching
in those existing secondary schools.
were directed to the fittmg of a
lad to continue his education af

technical schools, there would be no
necessity whatever for the Government
to even consider this question of the es-
tablishment of a secondary sehool in
Perth.  He understood it was a fact
that in only one secondary school in
Western Australia was there a labora-
tory. If they wounld have men capable
of intelligently dealing with land praob-
lems and mining propositions and the
manufactures which it was hoped io es-
tablish, it was necessary that they should
have a properly trained population. Such
a school as that proposed should in his
opinion—and he wanted io say ihat he
was voieing his own opinion only; be-
eause the details of the scheme had not
vet been determined—such a  school
should offer free bursaries to primary
schools, and the State should be ent up
into distriets for this purpose. If this
were done, boys and givls might be drawn
from all over the State as students to
this secondary school. No one then
could urge that the establishment of
such a secondary school in Perth was the
ounfeome of a centralising fendency. He
hoped that no false sense of economy
would induce the Committee, when the
apportunity shonld arise, to prevent the
establishment of a secondary sechool.

Mr. Jacoby: The whole thing would -
be useless unless the standard of educa-
tion in the eountry were improved.

‘The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
secondary school had not yet been esta-
blished, and the hon. member had not
the slightest idea as to the condifions
on which the bursaries would be granted.
That being so he might well hold his
Judgment in suspense.

Mr. Jacoby -° Why not esfablish a
seeondary school in Kalgoorlie as well?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: In all
probability such a school wounld Follow.
However there was no room at the pre-
sent time for any number of such schouis.
But assuming that the conditions of
entry were fair, hon. members would
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agree that for the first sehool Perth was
the place.

Mr. HEITMANN: Putting it forward
as a jusiification for the action of the
Treasurer and of the Government in ve-
ducing the salaries of school teachers,
the Alinister for Works had declaved
that it was not alone in the Edueation
Department that these reduetions had
been made, but that similar reductions
would be found throwghout the whole
of the service, and (hat the ¢ivil servants
generally had been forced to submif to
a reduction of salary.

The Blinister for Works: 1 did not say
that,

Mr. HEITMANN: The Minister [or
Works would probably contend thar it
was not a reduction of salary. Howevel
he (Mr. Heitmann) had statements from
the school teachers themselves, who had
told him that they had been in the service
for a number of years with the clear
understanding that when certain pro-
gress was made by the teachers they
were to receive eertain increments.

(Sitting suspended from G.I5 to 7.30
pm.}

Mr. HEITMANN: The Minister for
Works in speaking on the propusal of
the Government to bring seeondary
schools into existence hoped that no
sense of false economy would prevent
members voting in this direction. Was
it not a sense of false economy that in-
dueed the Government to bring about
the reduction of the salaries of eivil
servants?  Sooner or later the Minister
for Works would have to give an ae-
count of his aciions in this matter to his
constituents.  The people of the State,
especially that deserving class, the
school teachers, demanded some explana-
tion from the Government as to the rea-
sons for this redunction, The Treasurer
claimed that it was not a reduction, bui
one could not see the difference between
reducing salaries and refusing incre-
ments justly due. One would not mind
if this reduction affected the whole of
the public servants, but one objected to
any Government, through finaneial stress,
at onee saying that the first party fo
help the State out of difficulties should
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be the civil service. Why did the Gov-
ernment adopt that atiitude ¥ It
simply meant taxing (he individual who
could least afford to pay. The Treasurer
claimed this was not so, and said it was
an action he would adopt in a commer-
cial concern. It might do for a com-
mercial concern, but we did not wish
to run the Education Department of the
State on commereial lines. Sc one must
take exception to the Treasurer’s com-
mereial proposal in this respect. In-
stead of asking a man in the Edueation
Department receiving £110 per annum,
whieh was not a living salary, to accept
o reduction of 10 per cent. in his salary,
the Government should have redueced
those who were receiving salaries that
would enable them to stand it. During
the discussion of the items ander this
vote he (Mr. Heitmann) intended to
move for a reduction simply to get a
vote (o show which members were in
favour of this taxation proposal of the
Government’s, and to know if this policy
of sweating was to be earried out on
future oceasions. The moment the
Treasurer, found himself in a bit of a
corner he told us that those who should
belp to square the finanees were those
who could not afford il. If the Trea-
surer called that fair and equitable he
had no idea of what was really equitable.
As a matter of fact one felt convinced
the Ministry had no idea of the effect
of this proposal te reduce salaries of
the officers in the Education Department,
of any civil servants for that matter.
It was possible under the system pro-
posed to fax these civil servants to the
extent of £20 or £30; if a man reeeiving
£110 had a maximum in his class of £150,
and if the Government refused to pay
his increment this year and did not make
it up next year by paving £20 instead of
£10 the officer was taxed to a consider-
able extent. If members declared that
to be fair there was little support in the
Committee for those on the lowest rung
of the ladder. It was not the opinion
of the public, and the proposal would
receive the same treatment as the pro-
posals to  fax  parents of ehildren,
brought forward by the Treasurer some
time agn.
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Mr. Monger: Give us something fresh.

Me. HEITMAXNN: It was the truth.
The Government were sweaters from
start to finish. They were in conflict
first with the Edueation Depariment, and
then with thie Railway Department, and
in fact with almost every department.
On one hand the Government declared
that they desired to give some comfort
te the people and tried to encourage the
civil servants to put forward their hest
efforts, but in return fov the civil ser-
vanis doing this the Government said
that meu receiving £110 would have to
be taxed to the extent of 10 per eent.
in their salavies. Tt was all very well
for the Treasurer to say (hat he was not
taking away from their salaries. These
officers were entitled to the increases,
and if the Treasurer was enrnest in his
desive to do justice to all people, instead
of taxing the lower grades he should
increase the income tax to make it apply
to all those who could afford to pay it.
With regard to the interjection of the
member for York. the proposals of ihe
Treasurer to tax the parents of children
were fresh enongh at the last eleetions,
and if there was one question before all
athers that meant snecess for the Labour
party it was that question. It was good
to have an excellent edueational system,
but according to Mr. Tate, of Viectoria,
one of the best authorities on educa-
tional matters in Australia, the Austra-
lan system was a long way behind many
svstems throughout the world, not only
in the greater nations, but in the third-,
fourth-, and fifth-elass nations. Pro-
pesals that would be called socialistic
here, and were so called in the reeent
coniroversy  between the  Inspector
General and the owners of private
schools in Perth, werve in other parts of
the world, not so politically progressive
as Australia, adopted long ago, and were
now looked upon as not of an exireme
socialistic nature.  While one agrecd
with the member for Swan that it was
necessary for the Covernment Lo give all
possible indueements to people to go in-
to the ont-back parts of the country. he
{Mr. Heitmann) would nol sav that if
Cue” or some other ouiback district
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could not wet a secondary schvol he
would oppese one for Perth: and he was
pleased on (his veeasion to hear the re-
marks of the Minister for Works, In
was high time the Government took upon
themselves the work of establishing a
secondary school in spite of opposition
from proprietors of private seeondary
sehools, and the proposal would meet
wilh assistance and support from the ma-
jority of the people in Western Australia.
A little while ago we beard a propesal
from the Premier ro rednee Ministers’
salaries. We heard him saying in a very
hevoic style that economy was necessary,
and ihat the Ministers were prepared
to starr at the top of the tree and in-
tended in the onear future—this was
three veurs ago—to reduce their own
salaries. Was there any idea of doing
that now? No. The Government eivil
servants had supported in the past were
content to take their full Ministerial
salaries, while they redueed the salaries
of c¢ivil servants not receiving sufficient
to keep themselves in comfort. In dis-
cussing the question of the Eduealion
Department it was extremely regreliahle
we had no opportunity of dealing effee-
tively with the subsidy paid to one of
the private schouls in Perth. There were
certain parties in Perth opposed to the
proposals of the (Giovernment in regard
to secondary schools, yer strange to sav
one of these secondary schools was re-
ceiving assistance from the Government
to the extent of £1,000 a vear. In the
fear fulore he would solicit the assist-
ance of members to try to have that
money, instead of being given to private
individuals for the secondary education
of our children, devoted to the cost of a
secoudary school built for the State. It
was unfair to certain other schools in
the State that one should bhe singled out
for a Government subsidy. If that par-
ticular sehool deserved the subsidy why
shoald one he refused 10 Lhe Scoieh Col-
lege or the Christinn Brothers’ College?
e did not advocate the subsidy, but
thoughi the whole of ihe educational
svstem should he paid for hy the people.
As a protest agains( the unfair proposal
of the Government to reduce the salaries
of teachers he  intended ro move at a
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later period for the reduction of vne of
the items.

AMr. TROY : It was partieulardy pleas-
ing {0 listen to the speech made by the
Mintster for Works. and lis veferenres
to the necessitv for secondary eduealion
and to the possibility that the Govern-
ment would be able to embark upon
such a seheme within a very short time.
This was very differeni from the atti-
tude of the CGovernment some time ago,
when they made an etforl to increase
the school fees. TFirst of all he desived
1o deal with the question of primary
edueation, and partienlarly as it affected
his own electorate. Despite the assur-
ances of the Minister for Education
that all children eould seeure primary
education, he had heen unable to gou
educational faeilities for a number of
ehildren i his district. He had ap-
proached the Minister on two gecasions
with regard to the neeessity for school
facilities at Gullewa, which was siin-
ated 40 miles from the nearest schoul.
Certainly there were only uine children
there, which was not a sufficient number
to fulfil. the conditivns necessary for the
establishment of a sehool. There were a
number of such localities in the mining
and agricultural districts, where the chil-
dren were not receiving even primary
education. All those ehildren received was
that edueation whici, their parents were
able to spave tine (o give them. There
were half-time schools in existence, nnd
it was to he hoped the Minister wonld
extend that system to the localities he
had mentioned. There were many fam-
ilies located along ihe railway line be-
tween 3t Magnet and Yalgoo, a distance
of some 70 miles, but the children there
were unable to get any adunecation. In
the pastoral areas there were many chilil-
ren as old as 15 years who had receivel
no edueation. .\ system of {ravelling
schools should be instituied. This was in
firee in the more remote portions of one
of lhe Eastern States. Recently he had
discussed the maiter with one of the in-
spectors of schools of New South Wales.
and that gentleman assured lum that the
Government there were goinge to send tru-
velling sehuols around ihe sparsely popu-
lated and distant areaz. o that the child-
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ren should get a few wonths” educativn in
ench year.  The svstem might well he
trizd here. 1i was a most nnprogressive
policy to allow a large number of child-
ren to he brought up in absolute ignor-
ance. He would gladly support any vale
brought down for fhe provision of a
secondary sehool.  Thuere was an absolute
need for such an institution here. as many
pareis were unuble 1o afford to give
their children private secondary eduea-
tion. Tt was to he hoped the Govermnent
would ot only  establish a secondary
senool in Perth, bur would have one at
Kalgvorlie, and another at Geraldton or
v the Murchizvn. The Inspecior Gen-
eral, in his annual report. dwelt at some
eonsiderable length upon the necessity for
a seecondary school. He pointed out that
the State educatioual sysiem eculd not
afford the advantages whieh should be
given to the children until there was a
Siate secondary system. and he showed
that in all civilised eountries—not only
the wealthy but also the poor ones. such
az Denmark and Sweden—a system of
free ceeondary edueation was instituted.
The Govermuent mighr say there was no
money for this work., Ie would point
oul, however, that frequently money was
spent in mueh lesz advaningeous ehannels
than this: money was often absolutely
wasted, and it was doubtful whether there
was a single member who would raise his
voice againgl the Government spending
say £200.000 in providing a system for
the betier education of the children. We
could well borrow a quarter of a million
puuands to undertake thizs work. and the
money woulld be well spent. It had fre-
quently been said that no money should
be borrowed except for reproductive
works., but there was no more reprodue-
tive work than giving the children of the
State ithe highest and besl possible edu-
cation.  Sueh a service to the Siate as
that was the very best Parliament could
perforin. The children of to-day would
he the citizens of  to-morrow, and the
better they were educated the betier
would he the result to the State. We
had been led (v believe that the educa-
tional svstem here was better than that
in the Eastern Siates  The primary sys-
tein of edueation might he heiter. bhut our
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children could never compete with those
in the Fast unless there was a State
secondary system. As to the salaries of
the teachers. Members on both sides had
raised their voices in protest against the
refusal of the Goverument te grant the
teachers their increments this year, It
appeared that the teachers had been sig-
nalted out from all the service for this
reduction. It was really a reduction, for
by their work they were entitled to the
increment. There waz no special reduc-
tion in the civil servants’ salaries gener-
ally, and it appeared ihat the only branch
picked out to suffer in this direction was
the Lducation Department. The school
teachers were the most valuable servants
of the State, for they possessed very
great influence upon the future citizens
of Western Australie. In discouraging
teachers we were pursning a very false
policy, and if the teachers had justice
meted out to them we would save more
then we wounld gain by keeping back a
few paltry pounds that sheuld be paid
in in~rements. While he desired that his
vote should never be found opposing
an edueational grant, still, if the member
for Swan (Mr. Jaeoby) moved his
motinn for the reduction of the present
voie by £1, as a protest against the Gov-
erament refusing the increment to the
teachers, he would support him. The
teachers laboured under considerable
difficulties, and they should have the sym-
pathy of members. If this amendment
was carried, as he hoped it would be, the
Government should look upon it as an
inslruction to pay the increments to the
teacers.

Mr. McDOWALL: All had listened
wiih interest to the Minister for Eduea-
tioi when he compared the Education
Depattment here with those in the East-
ern States, and pointed out the excellent
position, so far as education was con-
cerned, held by Westerr Australia. Every
menher must agree with the members for
Mount Magnet and Cne, and others who
had spoken, that it was a very wrong
procedure indeed to keep hack the
teachers’ inerements. It was all very well
for the Minister for Education to say
it ws= only a reduction of £10, but all
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knew that in a pericd of five years
teachers would lose the sum of £50 a year.
If receiving £50 less was not a reduction
of income, he failed to understand the
meaning of the word “reduction” We
were well aware that this reduction affee-
ted those least able to bear if; that it fell
on those who had not yet reached their
maximum, those who were receiving the
lowest salaries in the service. Then again
it spoiled their incentive to work. The
nen-progressive members of the teaching
staff in the duecation Department who
had reached their maximun and who were
too lazy to sludy to make themselves effi-
cient for anocther class did not suffer in
the slightest degree. It was the same with
the uneclassified teachers, and so on, that
practically all incentive for inmproving in
the service was removed in consequence
of doing away with the inerements. That
should not be the policy of this State; it
should not be the policy of any State.
The teachers of our young were the
moulders of the nation, and therefore,
they should be given every opportunity
of living decently and respectably. He
unhesitatingly declaved that we gave them
1o incentive whatever. Another hard-
ship which cropped up was that the top
of the serviee, the people who had reached
the maximum were not affected. It was
again the unfortunate poor person who
was hot getting a living wage who was
affected by doing away with the in-
crements. We all agreed that education
was . of the ntmost importance to any
State, and we were all satisfied that there
should not be niggardliness in eduecating
the people of a country. That being so,
be hoped the motion which it was pro-
posed to move later on for the reduction
of the first item would be carried, and
that the Government would take that as
an indieation that Parliament and the
people of the State had no desire to
square the finances by impairing the effi-
ciency of the Edueation Department. He
trusted that the opinion of the House
would be so empbatically given that the
Government would see fit to remode! their
education policy. He noticed on the
Estimates that the director of the techni-
cal school at Coolgardie was provided
for for three months last year, the amount
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being £88. The vote in 1907-8 for “‘sup-
erintendent of technical sechool, Coolgar-
die,” was £284. In the 19089 column,
there was a blank, and in the decrease
eolumn, there appeared the figures £284.
Did that mean that the Coolgardie Tech-
nieal School was to be done away with?
He sincerely hoped that that was not se.
The Coolgardie Sehool had done excellent
work; it was closed, we knew, for the
holidays, but there had not been any inti-
mation that it was not intended to re-
open it.

My, Taylor: There is no provision here
for reopening it.

The Treasurer: Yes, there is.

Mr. McDOWALL: He was very glad
to hear that remark.

Mr. Taylor: Where is the votel

Mr. McDOWALL: The Minister inter-
jected that it was provided for. It cer-
tainly eould not be seen on the Estimates,
but he had no doubt the Minister would
be able to explain. At any rate he hoped
the Minister would, otherwise he was
perfectly sure that the criticism he re-
ceived from the Opposition side of the
House on many oceasions, would be poth-
ing as compared to the eriticism he would
receive from the vigorows residents of
Coolgardie.

The Treasurer :
very well.

Mr. McDOWALL: The member was
very modest and reasonahle on all oceca-
slons.

Mr. WALKER: If evervhody could
not speak, and so lay what emphasis
they could, against the aetion of the
Government there should be a un-
animous vote in condemnation of it.
It had always been to him a marvel that
we ¢onld have the fine elass of teachers
we had all through the State on the salar-
ies that were being paid. Those who were
doing a higher class of work in what were
almost our secondary schools in Perth
were not overpaid. They were only re-
ceiving a fair and humble salary for the
responsible fask they had to undertake,
but when we came to the lower grade of
teachers, when we rtemeémbered the
salaries they were receiving, we were com-
pelled to imagine that they were making
every sacrifiece possible for the good of

Their member does
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education iiself. He had ot the latest
report of the Edueation Department—
and in this respect it was a misfortune
that whenever any important question
came before the House, the papers deal-
ing with the subject were generally one
or two or three years old. The yeport of
the Education Department that he had
before him, was for 1907.

The Treasurer ;: That is the latest ve-
port.

Mr. WALKER: That was admitted,
bui he had not the 1908 report.

The Treasurer: That year only ended
the other day. i .

Mr. WALKER : That was nothing; we
should have the report. Again, Parlia-
inent had no Blue Book, and people were
expecied to legislate ntelligently in the
dark. For three vyears we bad not a
Blue Book issued, and members had to
take very general, very 'meagre, and not
up to date statements.

Mr., Heitmann: They had even reduced
the diet of prisoners in ont-back gaols.

Mr. WALKER: They were capable of
doing anything. Turning to the report
on page 7, under the heading “salaries,”
he found that the average salavies to
head teachers received in 1906-7 was
£160 2s. 74, and for assistants, £132 5s.
9d. The corresponding figures for the
previous year were £159 1s. 11d, and
£122 12s, 10d. respectively. The average
salary for all adult teacbers was £149 3s.
3d., as against £140 4s. 6d. for the pre-
vions year. The salaries paid during the
year to head teachers ranged from £70
to £400, and those paid to assistants from
£60 to £250. Unless there was something
to add to this paragraph, unless it was
grossly misleading——

The Treasurer: There are many grades.

Mr. WALKER.: Of that he was aware.
The fact that they ranged from £70 to
£400, and from £60 to £250 showed that
there were grades between these two ex-
tremes. Was it not enough to make one
marvel, even supposing they got £400,
which was not always the caseY Was this
salary caleulated to attract the best in-
tellects of the State? It must reduce us
to the very poorest class of intellectual
ability wltimately, if those salaries were
to be maintained. When he considered the
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number of teachers he had met, the con-
versations he had had with them, and ob-
servations he had been fortunate enough
to be able to make in regard to the work
they were doing, he had simply been as-
tonished that we could have such an army
of teachers on the salaries that were paid,
and he had been compelled to believe that
only one thing conld induce these people
to keep to their work, and that was the
love they had for their work. No other
explanation could account for their con-
tinuing their services on the low salaries
they were receiving. Even the Treasurer
would not deny the importance of educa-
tion. No one counld be blind to the fact
that the nations that were making head-
way in the world were those which had
specially turned their attention in the
direction of the education of the people.
There were persons who helieved that the
class known as the working class could
have too much education, and that by
having too much and too free education
they were being unfitied for their station
in life. One would almost imagine from
their eonduet that the Government had
cone to (he conclusion that it would be
well to keep education back. It seemed
that finding that education could not be
direetly kept back, the Government were
seeking fo do it by compelling teachers
te work for poverty wages in order that
the staius and value of the positions
mmight nol serve to attract the hrightest
intelleets. [t was not so very long ago
sinee - edueation had heen considered a
blemish in certain stations of life; when
the Sunday sehool was a boon in the
edneational us well as i the moral sense.
The marked trend upwards in edueational
matters had been one of the most mar-
vellous feainres of the reign of ocur late
respected Queen. The spread of nighi-
schools, the establishment of science
classes, and the bringing of knowledge
within the reach of the worker of Great
Britain had materially contributed to the
spread of the glory of the Empire. Not
to he outdone, some of the nations of
Europe had even more ihoroughly estab-
lished the routine of edneational dis-
cipline. As a consequence of this Ger-
many had stepped ont of the rank of a
comparatively subordinate power of
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Europe jnto the forefront of the nations,
and whatever might be the Kaiser's war-
like tendencies, this thing at least stood
to his eredit: that he had gone heart and
soul inte the recognition of the value of
education. As a result of this the Ger-
man youth, from the time almost that
he left his mother’s lap to enter toddling
into the world of experience was taken
from the first form, form by form, until
e was equipped to travel in any part of
the civilized commercial world, and speak
the language and understand the customs
and the trade of the people he went
ameng.  Standing on the wharves of Fre-
mantle to-day the descendants of Great
Britain, watching the commerece of the
world approaching the shore, and proud
of the British sovereignty that had gained
such eminence in sea traffle, could see,
not the'c own nation in proud supremacy,
but the greatest earrying ships coming
from Germany. Only the other day the
cabled news had heen published in the
local papers that British trade in the
last year had depreciated some 100 mil-
lions. The interpretation of that was
that those vations who were attending
most to technical and commercial educa-
tion were outstripping Great Britain. It
wag all due to this new educational
awakening. And it was not alone in
technigue, in adroitness of finger and of
tongue that education conferred a benefit
upon the people. It aroused the whole
of the latent capacities which might e
generalised under the ferm of manhood.
Nothing in the world made a man feel
the dignity of existence more than did
education. It was because England had
led the way in edueation that the British
people were the most demoeratie in the
whole world. What a pieture it was in
the old country, as it was here, to see the
publie schools—the schools to which all
sections of the community could go—
killing at one blow every animosity that
came from provineialism or seectarian
ignorance. Here children, descended from
parents of different shades of thonght.
sat at the same benches, learnt the same
lessons and gathered friendship in their
hearts towards each other. Here the son
of the noble was no more than the son
of the poorest peasant. Every distine-
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tion disappeared before the blaze of
knowledge, before the light that ennobled
tiie mind. Nothing had zo cemented the
British race as the spread of education.
Education had made people feel that they
beluonged, not to this particular family, to
this particular village, to this particular
“county, or even to this partieular land;
education had lifted people up into a
world atiosphere until they could almost
say “All men are my brothers.”

Mr, Nanson: Except the Chinaman.

AMlr. WALKER: Here was an illustra-
tion he might have songht. Wt was it
in the Chinaman that the white man ob-

jected to? It was not his peenliar ap-
pearance: it was not the language he
spoke. It was because he had not been

educated to those standards of refine-
ment and eomfort which were now the
possession of the poorest man in Great
Britain. It was because the Chinaman
was eontent to live as a half animal and
negleet the man in him.

Mr, Nanson: The Chinaman savs the
same of you.

Mr. WALKER: Ti was not at all cer-
tain that the educated Chinaman wunid
say anything of the sort.  The Brit-
isher’s objection to the Chinaman was
that he ignored all social comforts, all
those educational enjovmeuts possessed
by the white races; that e was content
to live in a state of almost abject de-
pravity, ignoring all those elements that
constituted social refinement and Jdig-
nity. Two centuries ago there might
have been found in Great Britaiu itsell
specimens that eould he comparved with
the Chinaman to he found to-day in our
midst. Go back to the time not long
distait when we found masters, lords.
the barons of the soil, passing laws pro-
hibiting education in Great Britain it-
self, making it a penalty for the sons of
the soil, the ordinary teiler, the work-
man, or peasant to go to school or ae-
guire anything in the wav of learning.
We had broken down that staie of al-
fairs go far as our own people were con-
cerned, that position when men slept in
common bharnhouses. servants (o their
wmasters in the manor, when men were
held as slaves. and were confined t6 the
spot they were born in, and dare not
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atrive to go hevond the boundaries geo-
araphieally marked out for them. or
seek new masiers, or change their mode
of employment. But how had we brokew
down  those bonds, how lifted our-
selves from that abject state of servi-
tude? How was it that a son of the
=oil. an oerdinary toiler at one time. like
John Burns, eould be a member of the
British Cabinet? How was it possible
for the ordinary worker to sit side by
side with nobilicy itselt in the time hon-
oured venerable House of Cowmons?
\What hail done it?  Edueation, night
schools, science classes, all  the cheap
méans of distributing knowledge through
pamphlels, newspapers, and speeial
periodicals intended to reach the homes
of working people.  That it was that
had lifted ux above the ordinary China-
nen we saw aboul us; and it was thal
old condition we objected (v in  the
Clinzman.  Would the 1member for
Cireenongh deny that the demoeracy of
to-day was due to the education given
us. deny that the enlargemesnt of all cur
faculties was due te that one sourcef
Then. if edueation be zo valuable it was
an assel we could not over-estimate. I
was uot only that we taught the ¢hild
the tivst rodiments of his mother tongue.
or Lhe first steps towards mathematies,
it was that iu the process of so doing
we enlarged his nature in every possible
way and enabled him to bring his brains
to bear on whatseever he was downg.
Jobn Stuart Mill had said  ““that the
educated shoemaker was a better shoe-
maker than an ignorant one.”’ The
cist of his argument was that by means
of education men theught with the work
they did. and that the chief asset of a
marion was its thinking power. 1t was
the thinking power that distinguished a
civilised nation from the =avage tribe.
The savage tribe went on day by day as
it had gone on in the past forr hundreds
of vears. What the son was to-day the
father had been befure him, and that
son’s sott would be after him—inere re-
petition. ne change. no innovation, no
expansion: but when a nation through
its individual citizens obiained the
power of thinking, immediately the con-
ditions of life altered all round. It was
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the kaleidoscope, new seenes were pre-
sented, new possibilities opened to the
mind, new channels spread before the
people, new vistas and new visions, till
ultimately we atiained the standard we
now were proud of. That eame ahout
throngh education.  What ereated all
our wealth? What were Edison’s in-
venliohs hut the produet of a mind, 2ifted
in that direetion, it was admitted, buf
edncated step by step and stage by stage
until that acumen was obtained that
produced the rvesuits so world-wide in
their benefit to mankind. That was
what we wanted in Awsstralia. We in
many respects enjoyed privileges that no
other land enjoyed; we started on » new
hasis, the wide ocean separating us from
the old and enthralling econditions of the
established old world; we came new to
a fresh land with nothing to unlearn.
The children nf Australians commenced
with a blank sheet with no records

of the past blotted on it The
possibilities before a land like this
were almost impossible to measure.

The blessings of education to Auwstralia
were greater than they counld possibly be
to any of the kingdoms or nationalities
of older settled portions of the world, be-
cause we were free to reeeive all the im-
pulses they could give and all the espan-
" sions they were capable of bestowing; and
the asset, therefore, of education was
more valuable than their pouderous
wealth. Wipe out all our wealth, destroy
all onr industries as far as they had gone,
and put men capable of feeling and thank-
ing in this land, and they would re-create
it all to-morrow; but put stupids there,
men without knowledge, men of no capa-
city, men on the brute level, and they
wonld keep it for ever what the abori-
gines kept it before the white man came.
That was (he distinction, the power of
education: yet it was the one thing abso-
Intely neglected by our (tovernment, ab-
solutely ignored.  Miserable pittances
were paid {o the teachers who. us had
been said, had to take charge of the
young and fit them for citizenship of
Australia in the days to come. Here tou
we must nct forget that a teacher to be
worth his salt must be one capable of
imparting a moral as well as an intellee-
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tual impulse to the young. It was a
charge against our educational system
that we did not give a moral training, and
that the young Australian was growing
up with no love of the great and besuti-
ful, and that there was no veneration
among themm for anything ; and some
people were only too ready to point to
our public schools and say, “That is
where the children lose the reverence and
respeet that was the lot of their fathers;
it s there where they become ordinary
mortals grabbing for the gold without one
ambition beyond it.” It was not so. The
teachers in the Commonwealth were full
of respeet. They had their ideals thai
they were daily impressing on the chil-
dren. They shaped the young inteilect to
love the heantiful and true, as Plato of
old would have said; their traditions were
in the direction of knowledge; and if
they destroyed, in this respect, some of
the old fetishes, some of the old objects
of worship, they had given grander
sources of veneration in exchange. Even
in tbe baby classes, the voof of the sehool
had been opened and the mind of the in-
fant child had been lifted to the high
heavens, unti] the child had in part seen
the wmoving of the stars in the silent
spaces and learned that our wornl was
only a brother star to them, and that the
heavens were not just above his head,
thus getting some knowledge of infinitude.
The young mind was trained from the
earliest moment to think in the wvery
thoughts of Newton, to learn his own
humility of charaeter, and the grandeor
of that great nature that encompassed it.
So too, the moral virtwes of all nations
had bheen put into the langnage of litera-
ture, in the thoughts of the great sages
of the past; and in var schoolroums to-
day the child could walk with the bare-
footed Soerates in the streets of Athens
whilst he discoursed on Lhe philosophy of
his master, Plato, or Aristotle, In our
schools of to-day the child learned the
brotherhood of humanity, and travelled
in his lessons and illustrations from
nation to nation; and that flat little spot
of ours called earth with all its little
family tribal wars had disappeared in the
majesty of national and international
conflicks and competitions. All this was
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possible to our child; besides which, in
our public schools we took the little ¢hild
and taught him step by step to do the
work which mankind found valuable in
the sustenance of life. As far as we were
prepared to take him now, we took him
to the carpenter’s bench and even to tue
farmer’s plough and tanght him how to
utilise those muscles and faculties that
nature had bestowed on him so that he
micht become a valnable citizen, not only
to others but to himself, as life rolled by.
We needed to improve in that direction,
we wanted further technieal edueation
and to make if as they did in America,
in the State of Maine, so that the child
could step upward, learning all the way
through until he had passed from the
primary school and secondary school to
the technical school and the university.
These things would come, until the child
of the poorest man in the land could find
companionship with the greatest scien-
tists, literateurs, poets and teachers of the
whole wide world. That was the possi-
bility of the grand companiounship offered
to the sons of Australia in days to come.
We had not done it all yet, but we should
take steps in that direction, move towards
that end. But how were we doing it?
By almost penalising those who took our
youths in charge, by making them saffer
all the hardships of life, more than those
digging the soil. or hewing our wood,
or carrying our water, so to speak. One
could conceive nothing ore heinous.
Education of all things needed the free
play of the mind, and the free play of
the mind depended on the happiness of
the hearf. When the mind was depressed,
the body starving, and pleasure after
pleasure taken away, when one had 1o
house in next to pigsties, one could not
cultivate the grandest thoughts. Cer-
tainly mind was a power that could not
be bhound or eireumscribed, and men in
garrels and students in cellars had been
the propounders of the greatest thoughis
of the world, and boy philosophers had
come from the lowest ranks and achieved
to the highest eminence amongst man-
kind; but those were the exceptions, the
propulsions of genius, the awakening of
nature to show the possibilities of the
human race; but ordinarily speaking, tha
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common run of humanity could not be s0
roused or developed, and must have con-
ditions in which the menial atmosphere
was free. Therefore, speaking without
any feeling of animus or rancour,
it could be eclaimed ihat the Govern-
ment in their conduet towards our school-
teachers were crippling the State and
were injuring its future possibilities.
They were robbing this State of wealth
we conid not poszibly gauge, thevefore
the protest as coming not only from this
side but also from the other side of the
House, was made not because the teachers,
but the future gencrations of this
State, were being robbed. When our
children had passed through the primary,
the secondary and technical schools they
possessed minds eapable of thinking, and
then there would be real advancement be-
cause of the mixing of thought with
fabour; but to rob them of those oppor-
tunities, to cripple the teachers, to humil-
iate them, to make them logk small even
in the eves of the children by the poverty
of their pay, was to bring up among us
a niggardly rising generation, a genera-
tion not properly impressed with the
majesty of education, and a generation
that was dwarfed becaunse of the dwarfed
bodies and minds of the public teachers.
Thankful was he that there were those
who loved learning for learning’s sake,
who loved knowledge because of the in-
ward joys which knowledge gave. A
man with the best of knowledge in his
mind was never companionless, never
solitary, never a miserable hermit in life;
with him were always the grand thoughts
of the great men of the past and the
sages of the present. These joys could
not exist if teachers were not given pro-
per pay for the work they did, and the
necessary sustenance to make them feel
pride in their work. The teachers loved
their work now for itself, for the pleas-
ure it gave them, for the joy of seeing
the results of their work in their pupils.
Because of the excellence of their char-
acter and their unselfish nature they con-
tinued in the task which daily hecame
harder. ILet us not break their spirits
and penalise them, for if we did, they
would despair, they would bhecome irrita-
ted because of the wrongs they had suf-
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fered. Their minds would sink from the
weight of their inward despair. Thai was
what ihe Minister for Edueation was
bringing them to. It was frue this State
might be enfering upon a period of pov-
erty and depression: we might be hard
up, hut should we not imitate families
he had known in the old eountryv. who
eonld scarcely keep the table hoard well
spread. who had foregone every luxury,
who were ready fo make every sacrifice
in order that their ehildren might receive
edneation. There were homes where every
joy of the parents would willingly be
saerificed in order io give their children
the hlessings of edueation, Could we not
do something similar: were there not
some luxuries we might cut off, so as to
make the children owr wise and fit sneces-
sors? Surely therve were expenses which
could he spared in ovder thai the schools
might be attractive and efficient. There
were plenty of these opportunities for

economising. If we only had commeon
business  acumen in  the Ministers,
if  only  they wounld work  their
offices a5 they should be worked

and eurtail useless expenditure, we need
not starve onr teachers. If we had men
of the spirit of Necker, at the time of
the French Revolution, Ministers would
saerifice every penny of their salaries
rather than rob the teachers of theirs.
8ay what one would ahont a progressive
and lberal Ministry, one could not but
realise that the present Ministry had no
dspirations beyond the peaple’s pockets.
They stopped at the dull glitter of gold.
and had no conception of heart or brain:
they were willing lo starve the mind zo
long as they could rake in the bawbees.
That was the sordid element in whiech the
Ministry worked. They would de anything
in arder to get tn sumg for these parlia-
mentary pienics. That was the Ministry
that talked about progress, that made the
teacher in charge of many minds live
and try and appear respectable on £74 a
vear. Talk about Goldsmith’s preaclier
who ‘“was passing rich on £40 a year;’’
he was well off in those times for he had
a good home {o live in, but there were
teachers in some parts of this State who
were c¢ompelled to house in shanties in
the haekblocks without one iota of eom-

i
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fort,  However, that did not perturb the
Ministers for one moment; it mattered
not to them what a teacher might suffer.
We shonld make it worth while for men
to show their aptitnde as teachers, en-
courage fhem in every possible way, to
make prize after prize attainable for
them as they ascended the ladder
of  knowledge, (rive  {hem  ambi-
tion, put heart in them: but no,
we erushed their hearts. and that
was  the real cause of the dark
cloud upon the ecmmunity uow. This
Ministry ernshed the heart ont of every-
thing, out of every bhraneh of the ecivil
service. Let any iadividual think how
he felt when his heart was croshed by
clouds of lopelessness,  Did  vitality
spring up in his nature, was his step
light, his hand free and mobile? No. If
one put life into the eommunity, and
stivred the hearts of the people with hope,
then the whole State would go ahead in
proportion. Had members never seen a
zood and pleasant company, a genial
hand, singing songs and felling good
stories, and then in eame a serious-
faced long-jawed visage, and straightway
every heart dropped? That was seen re-
peatedly in social life. This State had
been happy, it had resvunded with the
songs of those who blazed a red track
through the virgin country, singing as
they went, joveus and merry, but then
this Minisiry stepped in and down went
their spirits. There had not been one
ieta of jay ever since, and the ouly re-
covery the State could make would be by
shifring the Ministry. and putting one in
their place which had some respeet for
the education of the vouth in the land.
Mr. NANSON:  After the eloquent
gpeech of the member for Kanowna, a
speech in which he traversed the whole
world of education from China to Pern,
a speech in which he threw his politieal
vigion hack into the dark ages, and then,
with that mental agility which charac-
terised him in so large a degree, again
projected that politieal vision into the
millenium, and ultimately arvived at
that state of mind in which he almost
confused the existing state of affairs
with the milleninm, until he was brought
haek to earth hy the reflection that the
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Moore Government happened to he in
ofice in  Western Australia—afrer a
speech of that kind he did not imend
even tu attempl to emulate the hon.
member, or make, he would not s=ay in-
fliect nupom this Committee. a speech deal-
ing with education in all ils manifold as-
pects. The subjeet was a wide one, and
if it were possible to exhanst 1 in a
single speeeh he would think it had been
exhausted in the very line oration we had
histened to from the member tfor Kan-
owna. His (Mr. Nanson’s) task was a
mare hnmble ohe, "While he was ai ane
with other members, . whe had spoken. on
the general sabject of secondary eduea-
tion, vet he must admit he had a certain
amount of doubt as to whether the pre-
sent time was propitious for introdueing
a State system of secondary education
into Western Austrahia. Let him not be
mistaken as to what he meant. He fullv
realised that following the example of
other countries more advanced eduea-
tionally rhan a new one like this ar our
present stage condd hope to be, we
must nltimately have a State system of
secondary  edueation,  just as it was
found necessary  to  nationalise  our
system of primary education: but the
-doubt in his mind was as to whether the
present iinaneial year was {he most suit-
.able time for introducing a departure of
thai  kind,  Admirable as edncation
rightly directed musi be in every aspect,
we still had to remember that like other
mundane things, it had to be paid for.
and in Western Australia it had to be
paid for hy the taxpayers. Therefore, the
first question to which we must address
ourselves in looking at this matrer as
practieal men, and putting heroies en-
tirely on one side, was what would 1he
syvstem cost and where was the money
for it te come from? He could nof for-
et that in looking at the zeneral finan-
eial position of the State, the siftnation
to-day was very much worse than it was
iwelve months ago. Going hack twelve
monihs he foumd that ihe ransacrions
for the ftirsi half of the finaneial
vear 1907-8 showed a eredit balance
of £37.000.  Lookinx at the posi-
rion  to-dax instead of a eredit bal-
anee af over 30,000 an the transactions
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for the half vear, the Treasurer
had =a  debit balance of £113,000,
therefure. leaving out  of sight  al-
together  the  defieit  that  had ac-
erued  previeusly, we found that the
pesition  of  the revenue (o-day in

Wesrern  Australia  as  compared with
what it was twelve "months  ago. was
152000 worse. He did not know that
that in ifself would be an argunment for
delerring the inveduction of a system
of secondary education, could we be as-
sured that the Governmenr in their finan-
cial proposals were so arranzing the Jis-
tribufion of revenue at their disposal as
to cffeci econemies in directions where
they could be effected without doing
havm. und so making revenue available
in thuse directions where it was mosk
needed. That might or might not be pos-
sible. We found that the Government
fo-day (if he might be permitted to nse
a homely illustration) were very much
in the position of the Irishman whe find-
ing the blanket that was covering him
too short, eut off a piece from the foot,
and sewed it to the top and then was
surprised fto find that his feet became
cold.  The Treasurer was mueh in the
dilemma of that Trishman. The revenue
at his disposal was like the Irishman’s
blanket—it was a strictly limited guan-
tity. and therefare, in arder to find the
funds for these new avenues of expendi-
ture, it was necessary for ihe Treasurer
to curtail expenditure in other diree-
tions, The view he (Mr. Nanson) took
was that until the finaneial equilibrium
had heen restored. we should en-
deavonr as far as justifiable ex-
penditure was concerned. to main-
tain the financial status quo  instead
of embarking on  pew  enterprises
which must abzorb moeney whieh was re-
quiredd fur purpeses on which we had for
vears past heen accusiomed to expend our
revenue. Furthermore before we entered
upon a system of secondarv education,
we should be able to satisfv ourselves
that evervthing was as ir should be
in regard to the system of primary
education.,  One need not wo far to
diseover that evervthing was not in
that  condition  with  regard to  pri-
mary edueaiion that it should be.  In
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making that assertion ke did not go out-
side this Chamber, nor did he mention
conversations he might have had with

teachers or with individuals who eould be’

regarded more or less as educational ex-
perts, but he took as evidence the report
of the Inspector General of Schools; the
last report whiech avas available.  One
found in regard to housing of teachers,
that the Inspector General stated that
the residences provided for teachers
were still in many cases inadequate.
There had been such a demand for
school buildings daring the lasi few
vears, (hat nearly all the available
money had been expended upon them.
The result was, that in many ecases
where so-called quarters were provided
they ¢rmsisted of two small rooms attached
to the schoolroom; a most unsatisfactory
arrangement. In another portion of
that réport, reference was made to the
condition of the sehool grounds. Many
of the grounds the Inspector General
reported were in an unsatisfactory con-
dition, being mere wastes of loose sand,
with in some cases outcropping rocks
which were a source of danger. In his
own constituency, in one of the oldest
established schools of the State, the Cen-
tral Greenvugh Sehool, there was a play-
ground there whiech was nothing less
than a roeky deelivity, and for a long
time past the Local Board of Education
had been endeavouring to get that
ground put into such a condition so that
it would not be a positive danger to the
children. When the Inspector General
referred to some of the grounds being
a source of danger he (Mr. Nansen)
could not help thinking that the Inspec-
tor General must have had that par-
ticular ground in his mind’s eye. To
his (Mr. Nauson’s) knowledge there
was at least one lad who had been
maimed, and who would hbe a erip-
ple for life, because of an accident which
befell him on that school ground, and yet
we could not find a small amount of money
in order to make the playgrounds what
they should be. On the subject of the
still morve pressing diffieulty of pro-
viding an adequate supply of teachers for
primary schools, he quoted again the
best evidence available, evidence that
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eould not be disputed, that of the In-
spector General of Schools. This officer
remarked that the difficully of supply-
ing teachers for the inereasing numbers
of small sehools was still acutely felt.
The salaries paid for these positions
were insufficient to attract well qualified
teachers for whom there was always
room to be found in the larger sehools.
He went on to point out that the
supply was quite insufficient to staff
all the small schools, and the diff-
culty was nof a decreasing but an in-
creasing one.  Surely considering the fi-
nances of the State, and secondly the
position in regard to primary eduea-
tien before - we embarked upon any
further schemes we should try to
cope with existing difficulties and de-
ficiencies. That brought him to the
question to which nearly every hon.
memher who had spoken had veferved,
the virtual redoction of the salavies of
certain of the school teachers. He
conld not reeoneile it with his own
sense of what was right, that those tea-
chers should not receive the inerease of
salary which was due to them, when at
the same time the Government proposed
to inerease expenditure on eduveation.
Apart from any possible injustice to
those teachers themselves, the reflex
action of the policy of the Government
with rezard to these zalaries would not
be of a favonrable character as far as
primary edueation was concerned. We
were told already there was a difiiculty
in olitaining these teachers, Did lon.
members think that difieulty wonld be
lessened by the experience of those
teachers who were not tlis year getting
the inerease to which under ordinary cir-

cumstances they would be entitled ?
He fully recognised thc necessity
for eeonomy in  the Public Ser-

vice, but at the same time where the mis-
take was made, was in effecting economy
here and there, and leaving whole traets
of the Public Service untouched. If the
question of bringing the expenditure with-
in the bounds of the revenue had to be
dealt with, it shonld be done, not in a
haphazard fashion, but as part of a well
thought out scheme in which the pruning
knife should he applied with some amount
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:of equality in every direction of the Ser-
vice. We were already expending in Wes-
tern Australia more per child on educa-
tion than in any other State. At the pre-
sent time. unfortunately. our financial
position, contrasting it with that of the
other States, could scarcely be said even
by the most optimistie ohserver ta be
quite as favourahle; therefore, he asked
whether it was wise o establish a system
of secondary education which would in-
volve the building of further schools and
embarking upon an enterprise which, al-
though 1t might not in ifs initial stage
mean a large  expenditure, vet,
oncée embarked Twupon, mnst be con-
tinued and must grow, and should
not be allowed to languish. He
fully recognised the
secondary education, but he did not kmow
that a great deal of harm would be done
in deferring this matter for another twelve
months, and if in the meanwhile the
Treasurer found that he could spare
some few hundred pounds to assist the
cause of secondary education, he might
devote the money to providing scholar-
ships in the existing private enierprise
secondary schools. The delay eould not do
much harm, and it might be of advan-
tage in enabling this matter fo be more
fully considered, and in enabling the
Treasurkr to obtain some information
from other eountries, and so arrange our
own svsiem so0 as to induee our younger
people Lo embark on those industries,
limited in number, which provided a large
amount of emplovment; he referred to
the great primary industries, agrieulture
and wining. We had in the Locomotive
Workshops at Midland Junction a large
number of young men reeeiving, he be-
lieved, a really admirable training as me-
chanical engineers, but we found that
when these young men had finished their
eourse of training, there was not safficient
opening in this State for them all, and
that it was absolutely necessary for a pro-
portion of them to leave TWestern Aus-
tralia and go to other parts of the world
where they wonld be able to turn the ad-
mirable education they bad received here
to good account. TUnless our system of
primary education was carefully devised,
we would find that we were turning out
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large numbers of admirably eduecated
voung people for whom there was not
within the State an adeqnate opening in
the avenues upon which they wished fo
embark, and, therefore, we would be
losing popnlation instead of gaining ii.
He put it not only on the ground of
financial consideration and of the un-
satisfind claims of our cxisting system of
primary education but also on the
ground of ohtaining fuller information
that the Minister of Edueation night
well be eontent in this matter of sceond-
afy eduncation, to hasten slowly. '

Mr. MeDOWALL: An  explanation
seemed neecessary as ito the intention of
the Minister in respect to the technieal
school at Coolgardie, for which no sum
wag provided among the items.

The TREASURER: There was no in-
tention of closing the sehool. Ii was pro-
vided for under the general vote of Gov-
ernment schools.

Mr, JACOBY: In order to get an ex-
pression of opinion from the Committes
upon the guestion of the withdrawal of
the annual inerements to school teachers,
he moved—

That the total vote be reduced by £1.

The CHAITRMAN: When the amend-
ment chonld have bheen disposed of it
wounld be impossible for the Committee
to go hack to any item whatever, for the
reason that all the items were preecedent
to the total. He had already ruled ia
respect to previous votes that it was im-
possible to rednce an item by a nominal
amount. Tt was only the total that could
be reduced by a nominal amount for the
purpose of getting an expression of
opinion from the Commitiee. As a matter
of fact he was somewhat stretching the
proecedure to allow a motion to reduce the
total amount by a nominal sum. How-
ever, after the amendment had been dis-
posed of it wounld be impossible to again
retnrn to the items.

Mr. JACOBY: By leave of the Com-
mittee he would withdraw the amend-
ment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Salaries Generally, £136,344:

Ttem, Government Schools, £128,300:

Mr. HOLMAXN: Tt was not at all cer-
tain that the teachers had been dealt
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fairly by. More consideration shounld be
given to oui-back schools in respect both
io the seholars and to the teachers. From
time to iime teachers were sent out to
these isolated places where they had not
-the same facilities for naking progress
as had teaehers in more favoured cenires.
Indeed (ke whole systemn in respect to
teachers should be reviewed. As for
facilities granted fo children, in many
places they were sadly lacking. He knew
of schools where no shelter sheds o any
other retreats were provided for the elnl-
dren duzring meal bours. © Again, ihere
were hundreds of children in remote dis-
tricts who were allowed to grow up in
ignoranece and without any educational
facilities at all,

Hon, F, H. Pigsse: That is not right.

Mr. HOLMAN: TIi was right. He
conld point to a great many places in his
electorate where although there were more
than 10 elildren in the distriet not one of
them had ever had a day's schooliug m
his life. Again. down at Flinder’s Bay
there were from 15 to 18 children who
had no tencher.

The Treasurer: There is a sehool there.

Mr. HOLMAN: A few months ago
there had heen no teacher there. In lis
own electorate there were districts with-
ouf schools. The father of a family
working in such a place had no alterna-
tive to sendintyg his children elsewhere,
which of cowse meant the upkeep of two
separate homes. Low-salaried teachers
who had been anxiously looking forward
to the receipt of their ineremenis were
not geifing them, although others with
higher salaries always got their due in-
creases, if not more. It was a case of
greasing the fat pig. He hoped to see
the system of Government schools ex-
tended and better facilities provided for
the out-back centres.

Item, Evening Schools, £400:

Mr. ANGWIN: This ilem showed a re-
duction on last year’s vote, although as a
matter of faet it appeared to he an in-
crease on the expenditure of last year
Did the Minister intend to reduce these
schools?

The TREASURER: There was no in-
tention of reduecing facilities in regard to
evening schools, Only £325 had been ex-
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pended last vear and it was anticipated
that £400 would Dbe sufficient for this
vear,

Training College, £2,085:

Item, Visiting Staff, £95:

Mr. ANGWIN: What was this money
heing paid for?

The TREASURER: The visiting staff .
consistedd  of leachers who periodieally
wenl to the training college to instruet
sludenis in difterent subjeets.  Kinder-
varten, for instance, was one subject.
During certain  portions of the year
special leetures were delivered on Satur-
days hy membhers of the visiting staff.
One was an instruetor in musie, another
en instruetor in manual training. Each
bad a spectal subject.

Teehnieal Eduneation, £7,925:

Ttem, Director of Technical Edueation,.
£350: '

Mr. HOLMAN: Was it the infention
of the Minister to stop the expenditurs
of money for technical education at Cool-
gavdie, or was the director to carry out
the work at Coolgardie as well as at Kal-
goovrlie?

The TREASURER: While the hon.
menther had been ont of the Chamber he
(the Treosurer) hod replied to the mem-
ber for Coolgardie himself on this sub-
jeet. TLlere was no intention of making
any alteration in the teehnical school at
Coolgardie.  The szupervintendent of that
sehiool had heen dispensed with, but there
was still a competent staff there and they
would coutinwe their work under the
divection of the Director of Technieal
Eduecation himself. The salaries were
provided for in the general vote under
Government Schools.,

Item, Class instrnetors and extra as-
sistance, £3,770:

Mr. SCADDAN: Were some of these
instruetors in Government employment?

The TREASURER: These were tech-
nieal instruetors at the sehools through-
out the State. Sonie Government ser-
vants in exceptional cases were empow-
ered Lo give instruction at these schools,
but very few of them. The bulk of the
instructors were eugaged from outside
the service.

Ttewn. Caretakers and cleaners, £450:
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Myr. COLLIER: What were ihe sala-
ries paid, especially on the goldgelds? In
one or two cases he was informed they
were emploved at sweating rates.

The TREASURER: If the hon. mem-
ber would give pariiculars they would
be inquired into. The Coolgardie care-
takers were now included in a previous
item thus accounting for the reduetion
in the item.

Contingeneies Geunerally, £18,389:

Ttem, Secondary Scholarships, £1,434:

Mr. ANGWIN: Could not some of
this money be used in  the secondary
education scheme which it was proposed
to adopt? How was the money used
now?

The TREASURER: We could hardly
do away with these scholarships if we
had a secondary school established, be-
eause the scholarships were given to
children atiending all primary schoels,
and were not confined to pupils of Gov-
erament schools. The scholarships were
£30 per annum for four vears, awarded
on a special examination set by the Edu-
cation Department, and the winners of
the scholarships must attend approved
secondary schools, payments being made
only on receipt of satisfactory reports.

[Mv." Taylor took the Chair.)

Mr. JACOBY moved—

That the total vote be reduced by £1.
1f this amendment werc carried it would
he an expression of opinion he trusted the
Government would earry into effect, that
the usual increments to school teachers
should be paid this year.

The Treasurer: Do vou intend it to
cover all eivil servants?

My, JACOBY: Quly this section.

The TREASURER : As explained when
delivering the Budget Speech, the Crov-
ernment had not made any reduction in
salavies. but had decided that it was fair
in the eircumstances to ask civil servants
generally to vefrain from demanding any
inereases this vear. 1Y members objected
to thiz beinr earvied ont in regard to
teachers, they nst also do so in regard
to other ¢ivil servants not reeeiving in-
creaszes, and this would mean an expen-
diture of up to €13,000 for which the
Government had not provided. He
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would be only too pleased to give incre-
ments and increases of salaries to teach-
ers. He recugnised they were deserving
of every praise. the bulk of them. and
that they earned every peany they got:
but we could not let our diseretion be
sel aside by any sentiment or feeling of
generosity towards any class of the civil
servunts, Our teachers were paid as well
as, if nat bhetter than, teachers in any
other part of the Commonwealth. and
it was idle to say that 1he Government
were treating their emplovees badly or
sweating fltem, as some members said,
unless the same term was applied to
other Govermmenis throughout the Com-
monwealth.

Mr. Heitmann: That is no exeuse: two
wrongs do not make a righl.

The TREASURER: If the hou. mem-
her would keep quiet for a little rime he
would learn something.

Mr. Heitmann:  With
vou make me tired.

The TREASURER: As long as the
hou, member acted like a magpie, chat-
tering away, lie wounld never learu any-

these excuses

thing, Classified head male teachers of
schools  of over 400 pupils received a

maximum of £450 plus hovse.  Iu
Queensland  ihey  received £454  with
house if married; in New South Wales
£ plus £72 rental allowance: in Vie-
toria £432 less rent: in Sowih Australia
£450 less rent, and in Tasmania £420
less vent.  The minimum of this class
was £370 per annum plus house. where-
as  in Quensland they paid £324 plus
house if married; in New South Wales
£312 plus £60 rental allowanee: o South
Australia £330, less vent.  Members
watld  see vur teachers in that grade
weire much better off than teachers in
tlie  Eastern States.  For teachers of
sehonls of from 200 to 400 pupils the
maximum in this State was £370 plus
louse: the next neavest was Queensland
where they paid £322 plus house if mar-
ried: in New Souih Wales they paid
L£230 and £60 rental allowance. which
was £340, whereas we paid £370 plus
house. He had not the figures of 1'as-
mania or Vietoria for this grade, but in
South Australia they paid £360 less rent.
The minimum of 1hiz grade in his State
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was £270 plus house. The next nearest
1o that was Queensiand where they paid
£242 plus house if moarvied. In New
Sonth  Wales they paid £240 plus £60
rental allowanee, and in  South Aus-
tralia they paid £270 less rent. There
again Western Australia was mueh in
advance of the Eastern Stales. In
sehools of from 30 fo 200 pupils we paid
teachers £270 plus house. South Aus-
tralia, sirange to say, came next. In
that State they paid £300 less rent, so
that they were practically on a par with
Western Australia. New South Wales
paid £240 plus £50 rental allowance,
£290 altogether.  Queensland dropped
very much in this grade. They paid only
£202 plus house if married. The mini-
mum for this elass in this State was £180
plus house, In New South Wales it was
£204 and £50 rental allowance, valher in
advance of ours. In Queensland it was
£162 plus house if married, and in South
Australia it was £160 less rent. So it
would be seen again that we were much
ahead of Bouth Australia with £20 more
in salary and a house in addition. Our
maximum Yor schools with 20 to 30 pupil
was  £180 plus house. In New South
Whales it was better; they paid £186
plus £35 rental allowance. Queensland
paid only £132 plus house if married,
and South Australia only £140 less rent.
There again we were much above Queens-
land and South Australia. The mini-
mum of this elass was £140 plus house in
this State. The next nearest was New
South Wales with £126 and £25 reatal
allowanee,  That was not as good as
ours. Queensland paid only £102 plus
house if married, and South Australia
only £92 plus house. Now we reached
the lowest unelassified teachers in small
centres.

Mr, Collier:
in that case.

The TREASURER: In this elass the
great majority of the teachers were
voung men and women not qualified for
higher grade sehools. We paid the male
teachers in charge of spail schools from
£80 to £110. New South Wales paid
£84 to £108: Vietoria £75 to £104;
Queensland £90 to £110; South Aus-
tralia £66 to £84; and Tasmania £65 to

“Plus house” means fents
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£85. As to families, they received from
£70 to £90, plus rooms or an allowarce
of £12; practically, therefore, they re-
ceived from £82 to £102. This was the
rate paid to female teachers in charge of
unclassified small schools. In New South
Wales the seale was from £34 to £108;
Vietoria, from £60 to £80, with rent
charged if rooms were provided; Queens-
land, from £70 to £90, and no rooms or
rent allowance; South Australia, from
£66 to £84, plus rooms in many eases;
and Tasmania, from £60 to £78, plus
rooms in some cases. There again we
compared very favourably with the other
States. As to frst-class assistants, the
salaries were :-—Western Auslralia, males
from £110 to £250; New South Wales,
from £108 to £280; Vietoria, from £70
to £164; Queensland, from £102 to £262;
South Ausbralia, from £80 to £200; Tas-
mania from £100 to £200; females, West-
ern Australia, from £90 to £215; New
South Wales, from £96 to £192; Vietoria,
from £56 to £138 (payments on results
not exceeding half salary); Queensland,
from £72 to £216; South Australia, from
£72 to £148; Tasmania, from £78 to £120,
There again we were far in advance of,
the Eastern States. As to unclassified as-
sistants the seale was:—Western Austra-
lia, from £80 to £110; New South Wales,
from £60 to £90; Vietoria, £30; Queens-
land, determined by the Minister with
no specified rate: South Australia, from
£72 to £96; Tasmania, from £65 to £80.
In this case also we were miles in advance
of the Eastern States. For females the
rates were :—Western Australia, from
£60 to £9D: New South Wales, from £42
to £90; Vietoria, £70; Queensland, no
fixed rate; South Australia, from £60 to
£78; and Tasmania, from £60 to £78.
That was the scale paid to all teachers.
The particulars were got out by the de-
partment by instructions.

AMr. Seaddan: What has that to do
with the contract entered into?

The TREASURER: These figures
were quoted in  reply to the charge
that we were ({reating teachers un-
fairly and were paying sweating wages.
They conclosively proved that we
were paying the teachers, in comparison
with the Eastern States, a fair rate for
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the work they were doing. Further thao
that, if the Government were to be con-
demned, then all the Governments in the
Commonwealth must be condemned utter-
ly on the same score. He would be only
too bappy not only to give the increments
biut also to increase the salaries, if it
were possible,

Mr. Seaddan:
that sort of thing in
Court.

The CHAIRMAN: Order.

The TREASURER: Tt would be a
good thing if the hon. member would
ro to the Arbitration Court and learn

I have heard you say
the Arbitration

manners. The judse would ecatl him
to  order (here as had heen done
by the Chairman here.  None would

begrudge the inerenses to salavies for the
work the teachers were doing, hul one
must consider the state of the finances.
Tnerewents wonld nol be given to one
section of the service and denied to the
rest,

Mr. HEITMANN: The question was
not wheiher the State could afford to pay
a fair salary or not, but the ehief objec-
tion was that instead of taxing all the
servants of the State the same, the Mini-
ster had adopted the system of taxing
most those who were least able to pay.

The Treasurer: We are doing nothing
of the sort.

Mr. HEITMANN: The Minister had
said members wust not allow their feel-
ings to run away with them. He had
learned both from this debate and from
other actions of the Minister in other
directions that he had absolutely no feel-
ing of sentiment towards the lower-paid
public servants. He had said the inci-
dence of his taxation was fair, but this
could casily be proved to be incorrect.
In the Edueation Department a man re-
ceiving £320 whose maximum was £340
would be reduced, if his inerement were
not paid, by three and a third per cent.,
but the man receiving £110 would be re-
duced to the extent of 10 per cent. Tt
was no wonder there were accuzations of
sweating levelled against the Government;
these accusations even applied to the
Agricultural Department. He intended
to vote for the amendment, not altogether
for the reason given by the member who
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brought it forward and who objected to
centralisation, but because the Minister
for Edueation was squaring his finances
ot the expense of the lower-paid officers
of the service. If he desired to tax the
people he should aim at those at the top
of the tree and make them forego some
of their salary. If he were asked for an
opinion he would =ay to the Sehool Tea-
chers’ Associntion that if they did not
get justice and a fair deal they should
do the same as the trade unions had dene
and go out on strike. He wounld hang
the Goveriment up and the whole of the
department rather than be sweated and
imposed upon as the Governmeiit were
doing to the teachers at the present fime.

Mr. BOLTON: On previous occasions
he had found it necessary to dispute the
correctness of retwrns submitied to the
House, and in the present instance he
would not swallow the return of the
rates paid in the varions States as heing
absolutely correct, The point raised by
memhers was that an agreement whieh
had heen entered into between the Gov-
ernment and the teacliers bad not heen
fulfilled. There was a contract for yearly
inerements. If an engagement were
entered inte with the teachers whereby
they were to receive annual inerements
antil their maximum was reached, it was
a breach of contract on the part of the
Government to refuse to grant them.

The Treasurer: There is no agreement.

My, Bath: It is an honourable under-
standing.,

Mr. BOLTOXN : There was certainly an
honourable understanding, and the ten-
chers having received one or two of the
increments agreed upon, were treated un-
fairly by the Government in having fur-
ther increments stopped. There was onc
phase of the question the Minister parti-
eularly dodged. The full amount of the
increments stopped amounted to £3,000,
and the amount kept from the lower paid
teachers would only total about £300.

Mr. Bath: Tt is £2,000.

Mr, Heitmann: The sum is £2,000 for
teachers receiving £150 and under.

Mr. BOLTOX : Those in receipt of the
higher rate were prepared to forego their
merement if the department would arrer
to pay inerements fo the lower-salaried
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teachers. Would the Minister for Eduea-
tion assure the Connmirtee that if the in-
cremen(s were not paid fhis vear owing
fo the state of the financees. nexr year. -
stend of getting an inerease for the one
vear. ihere should he a double increment
go as to make up for the vear losi? Tr
had been sugwested that by the wiib-
drawal of the inerement an incentive o
winrk was taken away frowm the teachers,
bui there wuitld be some litrle hope for
them if they knew 1lal the anount wonkl
be made np 1o them next vear.  TFhis
Staie was peeuliarly siinated with regard
to edueational natlers, for a number ot
teachers were reguired to go into the haek
country where the population was hit
snall, and i the Government perzicted in
the stoppage of the imerement the vesnit
would be that yonng people would refuss:
v join the department. That was only
natural.  The effect of such a eourse
would be 1o cause great harm (o the edu-
cational wovainent genernlly,

Mr. ANGWIN: I was a matter for
vegret thai the Minister for Rduearivn
had joined the body of eroakers of whom
so much lad been heard in the past. The
speech the Minister had just made was far
from the optimistic character shown by
him when infrodueing his Budger. [
was a mater of pleasuve al that time (o
hear thai the AMinister had suelr high
views of the prospects of the Slate, bt
now he had gune back, and was one of
the most pessimistic individuals in West-
ern  Australia. The Treasuver had
poinied out that the lowest paid teachers
received from £110 to £250, but if mem-
bers referred to the report of the depart-
ment. they would find either the Trea-
surer’s statement or the statement in fhe
report was in error. The repot stated
there were 744 teachers, 368 of whaw
were head teachers, and 376 assistanis.
It was stated there also that t{he head
teachers were paid salaries ranging from
£70 to £400, and the salavies paid to as-
sislants ranged from £60 to £2350. There
was a yreal difference heiween the £60
mentioned in the report and £110 men-
tioned by the Treazurer. The Inspeetor
General drew attention in his rvepur! 1o
the fact that the department had ex-
perienced diffienlty in seeuring feachers
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for provisional schools wheve the salaries
were lhigher.  These salavies were from
£80 10 E140 tor men. and from £70 1o
£120 for wowmen, and he was wnable to
assist settlers by seenring teachers for
them. There st be a large number of
teachers in the Stale earning seurcely
sufficient to provide them with elothing.
The bhigher elass teachers would be those
who came under clage A, hut there were
only From eighl (o iwelve in that elass
out of the 744 who were in reeeipt of the
highest salary.  There was no uecessity
far even the Trensurer to almosl pro-
elaim that becanse the finances were in a
bad condition thar we eonld not afford
to pay an honest and a liheral salary to
those emploved in the Bdueation Depart-
ment, particilarly to the teachers in the
out-back enuniry. He was sure thai
people did not desive that any man or
woman shonld he emploved to teach their
children at a salary of £60, and if they
knew that there were teachers drawing
sueh a small salary, they wonld nol enly
condemn the Government. bul every mem-
ber of Parlinment for allowing such =
thing o exist for 24 hours, Tt was un-
fortunate that the teachers were debarved
by the voie of another place from eoming
under the Public Serviee Act. They were
now placed in the unfortunate position,
that while it was found thai in the 1sti-
males inereases were given by the dozen
to those officers recommended for in-
creases hy the Public Serviee Commis-
stoner, they were debarved from getting
that which thev were enlitled to.

The Treasurer: There were no  in-
creases,

Mr. ANGWIN: Attention had already
been drawn to several.

The Treasurer: | have wexplained that
they helonged io last yvear; they were
amounts fixed by ihe Public  Service
Commissioner, and were granted last vear.

Mr. ANGWIN: Was the stores man-
ager granted last vear?

The Treasurer: Thai is a new position.

Mr. ANGWIN: Whether ihey were
recommended last year or not they had
been granted through the Publie Service
Commissioner. and the rizht of the school
teachers who were entfitled to certain in-
crements should have been recognised.
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He reprericd that the irecessity had arizen
to draw aitention to a matter such as that.

My, BATH: Judging by the adamant
.attitude faken by the Treasurer, it seemed
hopeless v expect that considerate treai-
ment would be meted out to this hranch
of the public service, He fouud
throughout ihe diseussion on the Esfi-
mates, and especially on those Estimates
af the Treasurer, thai the Minister who
bad told the House of the necessity for
eeonomy. had effected economy only =0
far as the other fellow was concerned.
He remembered when the Colonial Scere-
‘tary was contesting his election, his one
plank at that time was Constitutional re-
furm. reducrion of the franehise for rhe
Legislative Couneil, and the reduction of
Ministerial salaries. He said it became
necessary in the interests of the finances
of the State to cut down the salaries &n
the Public Service, and then the Coloninl
Secretary expanded his chest.  Ministers
themselves wonld zet a good example. he
added, and would ent down their own
salaries to the extent of £200 in order that
the £300. €200 or even £100 men in the
Service wight accept reduetions ax orace-
Eully and as kindly as possible. Al sors
of material progress was predicted for
Western Mustralia when suelt a self-sacri-
fieing Giovernment had marked its advent
into pewer.  Some of the reduclions had
materialised, but only so far as the teach-
ers  were concerned. The Treasurer
¢laimed that it was vot a reduetion. b if
the Government had carried ent this goud
example of reducing their own salaries
there would have been £1.300 available {0
meet the £3,00¢ which the ieachers had
been deprived of. The Government while
professing need for economy had right
throughout the Estimates made no offer
to cut down those items which could have
been reduced to carry out their own pro-
mises, but had sought to reduce those
whom they thought would be able to offer
pe resistance and make no complainis
when the deed was accomplished. The
Treasurer had quoted the salaries paid in
the other States. but there had been uo
sttempt to show that in Western Ans-
tralia we were doing better. Members
were aware how the salaries of the higher
paid teachers in this State compared with

"14 Jaxvary, 19087

Covemittee of Swpply. 1437
those of the Eastern Staies. He had been
informed that at the time Western Aus-
tralia needed teachers. and in the effort to
secure them from the Eastern Srates in-
ducemeni= in the shape of zood salaries
were offered to induee teacheis of good
calibre and holding gnnd qualifications to
come here. We must alwavs remember
this faet that in the Eastern States,
except in  isclated inslonees, fhe con-
ditions of life were much more favour-
able, and  ihe cost of living was
much lower than in Western Ausira-
lia. Ff wus certainly a disgrace that we
should pay the feachers less than was
eurned by the navey or the unskitled
labourer in Western Australia. That was
the comparison, and a ecomparison which
was not creditable to the Education De-
parfiment of \Western .\ustralia,

Amendment put and a division taken-
with the tollowing result:—

Ayes . .. Lo
Noes .. .. Lo
A Tie an . 4]
AYESB.
Mr. Angwin My, Jaliesen
Mr. DBath ' ‘ Me SieDowall
Mr. Halton Mr. YLozhlen
Mr., Carson Mr. Scaddou
Mr. Collier Mr. Swan
Mr. Gill Mr. Underwood
Mr. Gourley Mr. Walker
Mr. Heitmann Mr. Ware
Mr. Hoiman Mr. AL AL Wilson
Mr. Horan Mr, Troy
Mr., Hudson (Telier).
Mr. Jacoby
NoES.

Mr. Barnew AMr. Manger
Mr. Cowcher Mr. X. 0. Moore
Mr. Davies AMr, T. ¥. Meore
Mr. Draper Mr. Nanson
Mr. Gordon Mr. Osbhorn
Mr. Gregory Mr. Plesse
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Price
Mr. Hayward Mr. Quintan
Mr. Hopkins Mr, F. Wilson
Mr. Keenan Mr. Layman
Mr. Male {Teller).
Mr. Mitchell

The Chairman
with rhe Noes.
Amendraent 1hus negatived.

zave his casting vote

{Mr. Daglish resumed the Chair.]
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Mr. HOLMAN: In all probability if
another vote were to be taken on the
guestion, now that the member for DMt.
Margaret was free to vote aceording to
his inclinations, the decision would be
reversed. With a view to proving thal
the Committee were opposed to the prin-
ciple of the Government in their treat-
ment of the teachers, he moved—

That the item be reduced by t:mn
skillings.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment
could not be taken. He desired to ex-
press his regret that a message which
he had sent to the Deputy Chairman had
not been delivered to ham until after the
division was taken. He (the Chairman)
had asked the Opposition Whip, as soon
as the division bell rang, to inform the
Deputy Chairman that he would come in
and take the Chair if he (the Deputy
Chairman) desired him to do so. Un-
fortunately the message was not deliv-
ered until after the division. If lLe (the
Chairman) had thought the Deputy
Chairman desired to be relieved, he cer-
tainly would bave come in when the bells
rang. He had done the next best thing
by sending 2 message by the Opposition
Whip.

Mr. TROY: What the Chairman had
said with respeet to the message was
perfectly correct.  Unfortunately he
{Mr. Troy), not cateching the import of
the message had omitted to deliver it
until too late. .

Mr. BATH: In the discussivn as to
the message to the Depuiy Chairman the
Committee were losing sight of the ques-
tion of the amendment. Did the Chair-
man mean that the .amendment could not
he taken?

The CHAIRMAN: The object of al-
lowing an amendment to reduce a vote
bv a nominal sum -was to afford an op-
poriunity of diseussing a ecertain prin-
ciple that the mover submitted to the
Committee.  When that prineiple had
once -heen discussed on the amendment,
it was impossible to move a snbsequent
amendment for the purpose of discuss-
ing the same principle again.

Mr. Horan : Where did you get that
authority ?
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The CHAIRMAN: The authority
would be found in JMay, 10th [Edition,
page 583, It read as follows:—

““The reduction of a grant or item
must be of a subsiantial and not of a
trifling amount; nor may a series of
motions be made on the same grant,
raising substantially the same issue.’’
Mr. HOLMAN: The position now was

altogether different from what it had
been a few moments ago. The Committee
had sustnined a series of circumstances
which very seldom happened in any Par-
liament. The explanation givea by the
Opposition Whip had enfirely cleared
the Chairman and relieved him from the
position in which he (Mr. Holman) had
thought he was placed. Seeing that the
position in the Committee was now en-
tirely different, the vote veally ought to
be taken again. It was an amendment
with some merit behind it, and the Com-
mitfee ought not to be robbed of a legi-
timate opportunity of expressing their
real opinion wpon it.

Mr. BATH: The ruling given by the
Chairman was borne out by Blackmore.
Would it not be possible. however, to
have a motion for reducing the total
vote?

The Treasurer:  The last amendment
was on the total vote.

The CHAIRMAN: In reply to the
member for Murchison he might say that
he would bhe very glad indeed to accept
the proposed amendment if he were legally
in a position to do so. However, he was
sorry to say that under the auathority
quoted it could not he accepted.

Mr. HOLMAN: Then it would mean
that very many teachers would be un-
justly treated. What posiiion, for in-
stance, would those be in who had entered
into eertain transactions involving their
antieipated inerements? TUnder the sys-
tem adopted by the Government such men
would not he able to meet their due lia-
hilities. It was a disgrace that these tea-
chers should be robhed of their just
vights. When it was sought to reduce
other voles the point was raised in the
direction he had just stated. It was re-
grettable the ruling would not allow some-
thing ta he done to prevent this grave in-
Justice being inflicted. It was not a true
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majority vote of the Committee that de-
feated the amendment.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.32 p.m.

Uegislative Essembly,
Friday, I5th Jenuary, 1909.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MORTUARY CARE-
TAKER, BOULDER.

Mr. GILL asked the Premier : 1, Did
the distriet officer give bis reasons for
recommnending Constable Forlescue in
preference to Constable Gallagher for
the position of caretaker of the Boulder
mortuary 7 2, Did the disiriet officer
make the recommendation on the grounds
of seniority ? 3, Was seniority the
.grounds for the appointment, if so, why
was a departure made in the subsequent
appointment of Constable Gallagher ? 4,
Constable  QGallagher  having  been
stationed at Boulder for seven years,
with fixed” hours of dufy, why has he
been exempt fromn day and night duty the
same as other constables have to perform?
5, Do Constables Spalding and Hunt, the
rejected applicants, reside closer to the
mortuary than Constable Gallagher ? 6,
What is the length of service of the tbree
persons.  Consiables Spalding, Hunt,
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and Gallagher ¥ 7, Wkhat, if anything,
disqualifies Copstable Spalding for ike
position of caretaker ¢f the Boulder mor-
tnary 7 8, Has Constable Gallagher any
special qualification for the position, if
so. what is it ? 9, Is not Constable Spald-
ing responsible for the removal to the
morgue of all persons killed on the mines;
also for the care and disposition of the
property of same, and generally for pro-
euring all necessary information in con-
nection with such aceidents 7 If so, is he
not on these  grounds, togelber with
sepiority of service, more eligible than
Constable Gallagher for the position of
carctaker of the mortuary ?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Constable
Gallagher was first vecommended for the
position by the distriet officer, but on
quiry by the Commissioner of Police
as to whether any senior constable
would be willing to tuke the appointwment,
Constables Fortescue and Chileott™s
names were submitted by the distriet
officer and the former selected. 2, Yes; see
1. 3, Seniority and suitability, but not ne-
cessarily sentority. There were special
reasons for the appointment of Con-
stable Gallagher, viz., previous appli-
eations and recommendations for the
position, and having temporarily per-
formed the duties of caretaker satis-
factorily on two previons occasions.
Moreover, the morgue is attached to the
Boulder station, not Fimiston, and the
position has previously been held by a
Boulder constable. 4, As senior reserve
conslable he necessarily performs day
duty only, and would be exempt from
night duty whilst in that position. 35,
Constable Spalding is living nearer to
ihe mortnary than Constable Gallagher;
Constable Hunt is living on the blocik
adjoining P.C. Gallagher’s residence, G,
Constable Spalding joined 15th Septem-
ber, 1896 (12 years). Constable Hunt
joined 3rd November, 1899 (9 years).
Constable Gallagher juined 1lst Novem-
ber, 1900 (8§ years). 7, Constable Spald-
ing being in charge of Fimiston station
(the morgue is attached to Boulder
station) the work debars him from carry-
ing oul the dnties of caretaker of tha
morgue. 8, No special qualifications are
needed. G, (1) Yes; (2) No.



